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this is a cbs news special report i'm nora o'donnell we are coming on the air right now with breaking news 
because the u.s capitol has been placed on lockdown as angry protesters surround the building we should 
note that the house and senate have halted debate on objections to the electoral college vote and they have 
gone into recess senior members including the vice president mike pence have been rushed from the floor 
and you're looking at them now extraordinary images of tens of thousands of pro-trump supporters all 
encouraged by the president who said he will not concede he will not accept defeat and now his protesters 
have marched from just outside the white house down pennsylvania avenue and have charged what you're 
looking at now is the east front of the capitol there are reports that there are protesters inside the capitol 
building we have reporters all on capitol hill to bring you the very latest information this is obviously a serious 
situation and that has now involved a number of authorities including the u.s capitol police the d.c metro 
police we know that the mayor had asked for the national guard i've not yet seen them on capitol hill but they 
are throughout the city ed o'keefe is here with us ed well so one of the reasons why these precautions are 
being taken and this may seem silly to many but nobody's supposed to be on these stairs in front of the 
capitol they are purposely kept empty because just behind those walls so the chambers for the house and 
the senate and the rotunda so because both chambers were meeting and with all senior leadership there 
police have taken this precaution at least to suspend the debate and move the senior leadership into secure 
positions i'm told they're probably still in the building but in more secure locations and you know this this is 
just 
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and you know this this is just what does not normally happen and clearly capitol police and washington police 
were not prepared for this kind of a demonstration it appears to be mostly peaceful from this vantage point 
but it is dramatic and it is out of the norm for an area that is quite secure and keeps several different pieces 
of decorum in place to avoid this kind of a situation it is quite clear the authorities did not understand fully the 
intention of these protesters otherwise they would not have moved the vice president outside the senate 
chamber as they did about 2 10 p.m eastern time the senate pro tem charles grassley the senior most 
senator in the body came rapidly into the chair and then said there will be a recess the house did the same 
thing just a couple of minutes later because there is no clear indication just how peaceable this protest will be 
those protesters you see live now on the capitol steps got there because they breached barriers and they 
vastly outnumbered the available capitol police it is quite clear authorities are sending reinforcements to the 
capitol to bring this into some form of better order because intent is not clear as ed said it appears most of 


these protesters are acting peaceably but some clearly have so alarmed those who protect the capital that 
they thought they had to take precautions to protect the vice president of the united states senators in 
attendance and members of the house in attendance yes and um while you're looking at pictures outside the 
capitol there are also images inside capitol hill with protesters walking through the united states um statuary 
hall which is just right off off the house floor where we're told that and we see images as well that house 
debate has resumed but that image you're looking at right now is statuary hall and and ed described foreign i 
mean this is an area that's open to visitors so at any moment they you can walk through here the tour guide 
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you can walk through here the tour guide reminds you that the aesthetics are such that if you stand in one 
corner you can hear somebody else whispering in the other what's different is that during this pandemic era 
they've been keeping people out as a precaution so again the police were not anticipating this kind of an 
influx of a crowd and as you can see here police officers stepping in perhaps to remind these people to keep 
moving and make their way out so this is dramatic it's not as if we've heard that there are violent altercations 
happening inside the building there were some scuffles outside with police officers as people stormed some 
of the barricades that are there because remember on the west front the part that faces the national mall 
they've been setting up the stage for the inauguration which will still happen outside are still scheduled to 
occur outside they jump those fences and uh and cause some altercations limited there with the police so 
this is again statuary hall this is the old house chamber in the actual house chambers you can see there in 
the split screen they are conducting the debate as they were supposed to as they are legally required to by 
the constitution today the sixth agency major garrett you have covered capitol hill un you covered uh trump 
and talked to many of his closest advisers daily did the president of the united states incite all of this 
unquestionably there is one reason why this is happening and if some in america look at this and say hey 
maybe they're going to occupy the congress and it'll change the trajectory of this that's not going to happen it 
will disrupt and slow things and create an appalling set of imagery is not only for our country but for the world 
that looks at our democracy in action but the president egged this on with tweets for weeks upon weeks with 
his speech just moments ago near the ellipse at the white house saying that this election was stolen and 
something has to be done and we're not going to accept it this protest is living proof that these trump 
supporters so emboldened by the words of the president will not accept it and i'm just advised that on twitter 
the president has said that his own vice president lacked the courage to do what was right to protect 
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courage to do what was right to protect the country even though his vice president was following the 
constitution an applicable federal law that's the state of play in america today a vice president adhering to the 
constitution and applicable federal law is essentially regarded as a betrayer by the president of the united 
states and this vociferous protest you're seeing here is an embodiment of that reckless and malignant 
language of the president of the united states and to ed's point yes it's the people's house people can come 
in there but you've got to go through security yeah this did not this is a security breach i'm not trying to be an 
alarmist i'm not trying to say that this is out of control it's not out of control but it is highly unusual and 
because the authorities do not understand the intent of these protesters they have taken extraordinary 
measures to protect the vice president's safety and the safety of senators who were in the body debating this 
very question about the electoral college vote to certify it as we know it's all going to be certified it has some 
new reporting but i just want to touch base quickly with chris vancleave who is there just outside the capitol 
and chris tell us what you're seeing well norah i think there are two experiences going on here the bulk of the 
people here are assembled peacefully they are chanting uh but then if you look up here on to the 
inauguration stage you can see there's a large number of people we've watched them climb up the 
scaffolding to get up there they are that is what the capitol police and the d.c police who you can see in 
massive you can pan over you can see the sort of neon jackets those are the police at the base of the capitol 
up above them on the riser those are trump supporters very large trump flags they've been climbing up the 
scaffolding to get up there we have seen the smoke from flashbangs we have seen people coming off of the 


lawn who have been tear gassed or pepper sprayed so clearly the police have there's a man walking by here 
nora that has a capitol police shield in his hands he is not a police officer right there so there clearly have 
been some run-ins 
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so there clearly have been some run-ins with police here and clearly some tense moments for the people 
that are back where we are across the capital lawn a very peaceful experience but up there on the capitol 
grounds you can see dozens and dozens of those neon green jackets those are all police officers you can 
see some smoke there that is likely something the police have deployed as they are trying to clear people 
who have taken over the stands that are used to inaugurate the president that is the security concern that 
has led to the capital being locked down at points and uh and it's really setting the tone out here the folks up 
on that riser uh will whip the crowd up uh and get them cheering and chanting uh and you can see there now 
they're deploying tear gas pepper spray on the demonstrators there you have it this has reached that stage 
where in a democracy where protest and the first amendment is protected absolutely and the president of the 
united states has encouraged his supporters in the direction of the police that again chris i missed you say 
that again no nora it looks like that that oc spray the pepper pepper spray that was used was fired in the 
direction of the police uh not actually perhaps by one of the protesters it's a it's an odd situation right now we 
just saw moments ago somebody walked by with the capitol police shield who wasn't a police officer now you 
see the police moving to a different position so this is continuing to escalate here outside the capitol 
understood it appears that there is tear gas being used on what are the inaugural steps in the inaugural 
stage and as you can see the supporters uh mounting a trump 2020 flag from where joe biden will be 
inaugurated just two weeks from now at okay yeah that is exactly the spot where he is scheduled to be 
sworn in and again it was barricaded as they 
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in and again it was barricaded as they were continually constructed look at that there's somebody firing more 
propellant of some kind from one balcony down in the direction of other people inside the chambers right 
now by the way it looks as if one of our producers there says the house is actually back in recess and 
members have been told to stay seated over in the senate where reporters aren't even allowed to have their 
phones in the chamber but one of ours does capitol police have told senators to stay away from the doors in 
the senate chamber they are instructed to stay put many of them are on their phones down in the well they 
are escorted out vice president pence uh who was in the line of succession who obviously is a more high- 
profile leader who brings with him much more protection when he comes to the capitol other senators are still 
in the chamber um in fact one aide is now just telling me this guy's over a text that members are being told to 
quote get under the chairs in the house chamber this is a aide to a member of congress who tells me again 
members are being told quote get under the chairs in the house chamber you might be wondering why can't 
we show you images of that because every time the house goes into recess they turn off the cameras and so 
we can't see that the situation has reached a dire point where the u.s capitol is now in lockdown both the 
house and senate which are tasked with according to u.s code to count the electoral votes that is the final 
step in the processing of joe biden as the next president of the united states after being incited into violence 
by the president the current president donald trump the supporters have now stormed the united states 
capital the mayor of the district of columbia has just issued an extraordinary curfew 6 p.m tonight that will no 
doubt be enforced uh to be enforced by the guard the secretary of the army has previously signed an order 
that more than 300 national guard soldiers would assist the district of columbia no word at this point whether 
that number has been increased or whether there is an ass for an additional national guard soldiers this is 
the nightmare scenario this is the reason that 10 former 
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this is the reason that 10 former secretaries of defense who have served both republican and democratic 
presidents unitely under the direction of dick cheney who by many liberals and democrats is considered a 
pariah actually pushed to have them do this to say the military will not get involved it should not get involved 
in our electoral process but this type of antagonizing event um brings real nervousness among all the powers 
of government because of the concern about what it suggests this is a democracy protest is protected and 
allowed but violence is not and there are concerns among a number of officials about how these images will 
be used by our foreign adversaries about what's happening uh i'm being told by a senator over a text 
message that they are evacuating that's all i'm being told forgive me there are conflicting reports that senior 
leadership may have also been evacuated let's bring in our chief congressional correspondent nancy cordes 
nancy you're on the hill tell us what you're hearing well norah it's at a scene of utter chaos inside the capitol 
building once these protesters stormed the doors and got actually inside the capitol itself reporters and 
lawmakers alike were barricading themselves in various rooms and offices and hideaways locking the doors 
and we actually saw staffers inside the senate chamber going like this basically signaling to the senators who 
were inside the chamber to get down so that really corresponds with what ed has heard from folks over in the 
house chamber who say that they're being told to get under their chairs now staffers inside the capitol have 
just gotten a pretty extraordinary message from u.s capitol police let me read to you what they're being told 
to do right now in the face of this breach they're being told to move inside your office or the nearest office 
take emergency 
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the nearest office take emergency equipment and visitors close lock and stay away from external doors and 
windows and if you are in a public space find a place to hide or seek cover they're even being told to remain 
quiet and silence their electronics so essentially what staffers here in the u.s capitol today here in the united 
states of america are being told to do is to hide stay silent and avoid notice from anyone who has stormed 
the capital we've never seen anything like this nora and it's especially striking because this is a capitol 
building that has been devoid of any members of the public for the past 10 months the only people who have 
been allowed inside the capitol building are the lawmakers a few of their aides some reporters and then you 
know various workers who clean the building and the like nobody else and now suddenly we're seeing it 
being breached by hundreds of people it is a really shocking sight and you even saw chuck grassley he is 
the senior most republican in the senate therefore he is considered the president pro tem he is in the line of 
presidential succession and when the the u.s capitol was breached when the protesters got inside we saw 
him be rushed out by security because you know he's considered just like the vice president a very important 
person who's in the line of succession needs to be protected nancy cordes what is the next scenario to 
protect the leadership of congress norah that's an excellent question because while uh the u.s capitol police 
is very experienced d.c police of course extremely experienced with big protests they don't have much 
experience dealing with something like this where protesters have really gotten inside a government building 
and no one really knows what their intentions are now you know from covering washington 
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now you know from covering washington for so long nora that every senator has what's known as a 
hideaway in the capitol a little room where they can do their work when they are in the capitol rather than 
back across the street in one of the capital office buildings and so i imagine that many senators have been 
urged to to seek ref refuge inside those hideaways and that senate leaders who are the only people who 
actually have proper offices with staff inside the capitol building itself have been escorted back to those 
offices if they can get there safely remember these halls are now filled with protesters so getting a leader 
from the senate for example out of the senate chamber and into their own office could be very challenging 
but if they can they'd probably escort them to their offices and lock the doors yeah nancy stand by this is 
such an extraordinary situation to see the beloved united states capital um an institution stormed like this and 
the deep concern among many about the safety of all of the officials who serve our our country patriotically 
both republican democrat even the independents who serve up there after the president earlier today said he 
would not concede and some Say incited this very violence along with his son donald trump jr the president 


has just tweeted please support our capitol police and law enforcement they are truly on the side of our 
country stay peaceful the president not mentioning the lawmakers inside but the capitol police and the law 
enforcement a little little late because if you listen to the president on in his speech this morning near the 
ellipse of the white house with the white house behind him there was none of that he did not say go to the 
capitol and peacefully protest he said you're angry i'm angry the election was stolen and we've got to do 
everything possible to stop it and the vice president if he had courage would stop it and he's now at war with 
his own vice president over the decision of vice president mike pence to 
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decision of vice president mike pence to follow the constitution and the law just as a matter of procedure i 
think it's worth pointing out and necessary to do so that the house and senate under the law that governs this 
process can go into recess for any number of hours until this calms down and then reconvene and start the 
process over there is nothing about this occupation this act of insurrection that is going on on the steps of the 
united states capital that will derail this process it very well and quite clearly has delayed it it will not derail it 
and what comes with this delay is i think for lawmakers republican and democrat and unanticipated ugliness 
so a few more things about what's going on inside the building uh our one of our producers at kudak passes 
along a few minutes ago that members of the house remember we had told you we said that house members 
were instructed to get under their chairs they're also apparently been told to remove the masks that are 
under their chairs because tear gas had been fired in the building and so as a precaution just have it 
available to them whereas many of them should be wearing a mask frankly anyway because of the pandemic 
but the masks under their chairs are designed to be a little more protective uh given the possibilities this is 
these kinds of scenarios have been gamed out have been planned for to some extent clearly they weren't 
thought about for today from a different anticipated enemy yes be clear exactly from a foreign let us be clear 
yeah this was not anticipated american on america disruptions were anticipated but yes but nothing like this 
this is this this game out scenario did not contemplate americans crashing over barriers running up the stairs 
reaching the capitol and creating a security environment so threatening that everyone on the line of 
succession had to be evacuated which i believe at chris that's where i wanted to go next to pass convey 
more information the whereabouts of those in the line of succession who were in the building is not entirely 
clear they were removed from the chamber again remember it's the 
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from the chamber again remember it's the vice president it's the speaker of the house it's the senate pro 
temp or the most senior member of the majority party so in this case would be chuck grassley of iowa those 
are the ones that have been moved out at least initially and now they may be trying to move other members 
as well we'll see i remember there was remember there was a shooting incident at the capitol a few years 
ago a woman had rammed her car into the white house then drove all the way to the capitol when that 
happened officers came out with long guns out of nooks and crannies in the basement of the capitol i didn't 
know existed so undoubtedly they have done that in this instance as well inside the building and we're not 
going to know for a little while exactly what happened there's another developing situation right now on 
capitol hill let's bring in chris van cleeve who sees smoke there chris describe what you are seeing well nora 
you know as you look up towards the capitol it's increasingly chaos a demonstrator released smoke to the uh 
to mass to r to our left there um and then if you if we pan over to the inauguration stage you can see it has 
been flooded by protesters between the protesters and the entrance to the capital is a line of police officers 
but this is clearly continuing to escalate here where folks an increasing number of folks increasing number of 
folks sorry about that are filling up the inauguration stage a giant american flag has been stretched across 
some of it as well uh nora i should tell you that down here where we're standing for the most part this is aa 
peaceful gathering uh but as you get closer to the capitol building that's where things get more tense that's 
not true that's not true this is a peaceful gathering as i was saying this is a peaceful gathering i understand 
this and you should understand that this is a dangerous situation to you thank you thank you stay safe chris 
is a dangerous situation 
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chris is a dangerous situation um for our reporters that are trying to bring you the images about what are 
happening to um one of the three branches of government the united states capital that east front of the 
capitol actually is just right across from the u.s supreme court as well this is the effort that was encouraged 
by the president of the united states as well as his campaign a moment that will no doubt be written about in 
the history books not a peaceful transition or leaving of office by president trump but in one in which the 
respect of the voters was instead met with resistance and those uh who have chosen this method to voice uh 
how they feel about this election um it has been met by capitol police by metro police at this moment we do 
not believe there has been any overt violence uh ed o'keefe i hesitate because our producer zach hudak 
says that protesters are pushing pushing house chamber doors and police have guns raised at least there 
are conflicting reports about what else may be going on in around the house chamber but there is there are 
reports now of perhaps the more difficult altercations inside the building um and we also know from our 
producer grace segers who was in the senate chamber as well uh that they uh the press that was in the 
senate gallery with them um has also been evacuated with senators to another part of the capital complex 
quote there is a huge security presence it's really crazy she says unquote this was dictated to one of our 
colleagues here in the building as they they first evacuated senators and then said others that were in the 
senate chamber should go and they've all been moved to a different location again because just beyond 
these walls on the outside 
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just beyond these walls on the outside on the inside are the chambers they are relatively close to the doors 
they're designed to be so they vote so that members can come and go up and down those stairs to take a 
vote quickly and go back to their offices or leave for the airport or whatever uh it's a vulnerable location which 
is why having this many people swarm the building is obviously quite dangerous right and as you note as as 
zach our reporter on capitol hill has shown us a picture of what's happening inside the house chamber now 
the effect of wanting to storm the house chamber because the house chamber is where it's the larger 
chamber it's where earlier today that joint session of congress was being held to count not certify the 
electoral votes because it is a effort in which the vice president presides over and does not decide right the 
states have already certified congress counts that's what happens the emergency alerts are now being sent 
to washingtonians on our phones we're getting them so the mayor calling at 6 pm eastern curfew until 
thursday january 7th at 6 a.m essential workers including healthcare personnel and media are exempt again 
that shows you that's across the city so there's two ways to discuss this one there are those who have what 
they believe is a profound grievance against this election they've come to register their disapproval and 
those who are doing so peaceably around the capital are not part of what appears to be a distinct but 
threatening minority who are moving into the capital quite clearly ignoring the suggestions and the orders 
from capitol police and other authorities breaching barriers going up steps crashing through doors or 
attempting to do that that is an act of violence pure and simple and it is separate from those who are 
assembling peaceably to express their displeasure but it must be noted that this is americans trying to take 
control and lay under siege the capital of the united states government and that is a fact and you cannot 
separate their motives and their actions from the rhetoric of the president he can talk about respecting capitol 
police now but that's not what he was saying this morning it's not what he's been saying for weeks 
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it's not what he's been saying for weeks all right let's go to nancy cordes now as new information she's our 
chief congressional correspondent nancy nora we're now hearing from reporters who are locked inside the 
senate chamber that the protesters have breached the senate chamber itself so they're no longer just inside 
the u.s capitol they're actually inside the senate chamber which as you recall was went into recess a few 
minutes ago when all of this started and according to at least one reporter inside the chamber a protesters 
actually climbed up on the dais and is chanting slogans in favor of president trump so what we don't know is 
whether senators and reporters who are inside the chamber right now are being escorted out being shown 


someplace else to go to stay safe i had texted a senator a few minutes ago to ask where are you what are 
you being told to do in order to stay safe and he responded i can't tell you anything because obviously this is 
such a tense situation that lawmakers are being told not to give any information about where they're being 
taken and and the measures that are being taken to keep them safe so it's a very fluid situation and one in 
which frankly a lot of reporters and lawmakers are found are finding themselves thrown together in the same 
office spaces and certainly within the same senate chamber to to try to to huddle in place together because 
there are just only so many places that you can go in the u.s capitol and lock the door to to keep yourself 
separated from whoever else is outside our zak kudak is inside the senate chamber thank you the house 
chamber thank you he's inside the uh house chamber where uh protesters have breached the doors there 
where that joint session of congress was being held earlier we're 
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of congress was being held earlier we're trying to get zach on the phone but you can imagine that it is a 
tense situation look at this unclear what that sound is whether it's right whether it's just yes uh one of the 
questions um we have at this hour is where is the national guard which is deployed by governors it's been 
deployed in maryland for instance to help with vaccine distribution it's helped during hurricanes in this 
instance in the district of columbia uh the secretary of the army plays the role there and the question is when 
the national guard will be arriving uh to help with this situation um at o'keefe and reclaim these buildings so 
they can exist as they ordinarily do this is extraordinary this is completely out of ordinary and these buildings 
need to be reoccupied and secured right so congress can conduct the business of the american government 
right um we we can convey again senators have been evacuated from the chamber and they are being 
moved to a third location i'm told they will be bust so it could be that they're removing them off of the capital 
complexes yeah i am texting with a senator now who says they cannot tell us where because of security but 
will inform us and we can see here again this is the west front of the capitol faces the national mall where the 
inauguration happens those guys in yellow up at the top are the ones that are law enforcement beginning to 
clear what is supposed to be the inaugural stand and try to defuse the situation and shut things down a little 
bit and get a little bit of breathing space for the majestic capitol building so it 
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for the majestic capitol building so it can begin the process of reclaiming its own territory we're all claiming its 
own order of business inside the capitol again in statuary hall we showed you a little while ago you saw the 
people walking through with the statues around it the old house chamber there were cameras in there 
remember we were showing you images c-span says the capitol police has told them to vacate that area and 
someone had unplugged their cameras of statuary hall unclear if that was law enforcement or the protesters 
but we know that there is a tense situation inside the capitol in the area of the house chamber and we're 
working obviously to get more information our chief political correspondent john dickerson notes that these 
protesters are now on the inaugural steps where president trump four years ago gave a speech about 
american carnage and said he would give the government back to the people that this as he described it in 
that inauguration addressed this grouping in washington of republicans and democrats and lobbyists who 
had deprived americans of their economic wherewithal that would end and that was a resonant language for 
these protesters but we have gone far beyond rhetoric we have gone to incitement we've gone to occupation 
we've gone to a place of i think it's fair to say astonishment yeah these are images we never expected to see 
in our great country a cleavage a ripping apart of the sense of what government is what it's meant to 
accomplish and how it is sanctified in every presidential election and that's what is now being torn apart 
before our very eyes or there is an attempt to tear it apart before our very eyes also notably up in wilmington 
delaware the president-elect who biden was scheduled to speak and he's actually at the location where he is 
scheduled to speak but has not yet spoken as for the vice president-elect kamala harris transition officials 
won't comment on her exact location but the 
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her exact location but the president-elect is safe one of them tells our tim perry a producer who follows her 
she was in the at the capitol earlier today for senate intelligence committee briefing but was not planning to 
attend the electoral college ceremonies that were scheduled to take place i want to bring in back nancy 
cordes who is on capitol hill and nancy are there extraordinarily disturbing images of what after viewing them 
i would describe now as a mob fighting with law enforcement uh right underneath the capital rotunda what 
are you seeing and hearing laura we're getting some really good eyewitness information from our colleague 
grace segers who was actually inside the senate chamber covering the debate when all of this happened she 
said that she has been evacuated with the senators from the chamber she said they're going to another 
building on foot and that there's a huge security presence she says authorities first evacuated the senators 
and then said that the press could go too and they took the elevators down from the senate gallery in order 
to avoid protesters one thing you'll know if you've covered the u.s capitol for any period of time is that there 
are a huge number of of back back hallways and hidden elevators and different ways to get in and out of 
these buildings so it appears that that is what u.s capitol police did escorting senators out of the senate 
chamber in order to keep them safe i have been texting with one of those senators and asked are you and 
everyone around you safe and uninjured and he responded yes he said capitol police first secured the 
senate when the capitol was breached and then evacuated us elsewhere he says as far as he knows 
everyone around him is safe right now but he can't tell me where he is now because he's been instructed not 
to share his location for 
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instructed not to share his location for obvious security reasons nancy what's happening now at the dyess in 
the house chamber security well the reporting from our zac cudak who's been in the house chamber is that 
lawmakers were told to get under their desks and to look for masks that had been placed their gas masks 
because there was a possibility of tear gas being released so we're seeing these um you know these these 
safety precautions that have been put in place that most people never assumed would actually have to be 
used they are being used today and you know just to give you a sense norah of the confusion that has 
reigned here the house chamber has gone in and out of session multiple times you know they've been 
debating and then uh the the capital was breached and they they they went into recess but then they started 
up again but then the protesters got closer to the house chamber and so they went into recess again then 
they were told to get under their desks so just by watching these proceedings unfold you can get a sense of 
the escalation of tension within the house chamber and while u.s capitol police are incredibly well trained 
there simply aren't enough of them to to beat back a crowd that is intent on getting through i think you 
showed some video a few minutes ago what looked like protesters getting inside the building by basically 
breaking the security glass on a door that was leading into the capitol visitor center these are heavily there it 
is these are heavily fortified doors the fact that they were able to break that glass and apparently get in is is 
really astounding these doors were not built all that long ago all right um i want to show you now this is the 
east front of the capitol which is across from the supreme court on the west front of the capitol 
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on the west front of the capitol is where the inaugural stage is set off two weeks from now for the 
inauguration of president-elect joe biden and vice president-elect kamala harris this is where you see a 
number of protesters as well as police there and what appears to be um you know more just sort of people 
milling about and standing about there what is the deep concern is what's happening inside the united states 
capitol right now it's what we noted on the senate floor and the house floor and of course the number of 
lawmakers and the d.c capitol police who are concerned about their own safety the president of the united 
states was tweeting about the courage of the vice president today at this hour we've not heard from the vice 
president who uh we don't know where he is at this hour he's in an undisclosed location and there are calls 
even from the president's own former white house communications director melissa farah to condemn this 
violence saying real donald trump you're the only one they will listen to for our country once again a question 
about the leadership of this country and um the vacuum that exists at this moment the vacuum presided by 
the president of the united states i've had texts from several republicans i imagine perhaps you have as well 


at amplifying what else fair just said the president needs to issue a tweet put a video up very quickly saying 
get out of the capital peaceably assemble and stop this violence nothing from the president nothing except 
that anodyne reference to let's support our capitol police that's not sufficient you set this in motion you must 
stop it but the other underlying and alarming reality of that is the idea that the president can directionally 
influence this small mob that has breached the capital and that underscores something that is alarming about 
this scenario that they are so devoted to him that 
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that they are so devoted to him that they will do things of this nature which we should underscore this kind of 
action breaking glass coming into the capital menacing capital police is a crime they have committed crimes 
and they should be prosecuted and once the capital is secured that process will begin but the president is 
now being asked by those who served him faithfully to bring this to an end via twitter be a twitter video 
something fill this vacuum that you have created that has created so much disturbance and unrest in our 
nation's capital to that concern about a vacuum a senior aide to the president-elect joe biden tells me quote 
he's going to speak to the events at the capitol i asked when he said soon he is scheduled he was already 
scheduled to speak this afternoon from a theater in downtown wilmington delaware about 90 minutes from 
washington now they're changing the plans and he will speak to what's going on right now at the capitol and 
the other extraordinary thing we have to keep in mind by law they're going to have to finish this proceeding of 
the house and senate at some point there is no nothing in the law as written a that outlines this no but b that 
outlines uh when you can take breaks for that matter you can go into recess right but you've got to get back 
on track we are literally right now so much in the last four years has been within the confines of the rules and 
the laws as much of a pressure point as they've been this is literally not because at some point they got to 
come back and finish this and they're going to have to do it in some kind of the chorus way or at least you 
know organized way and and it's just incredible to think they might have to come back and do that later 
tonight with the capital under incredible security protection under the law i'm advised uh just by our excellent 
executive producer jay shailer they can uh recess until 10 a.m tomorrow and reconvene well they may have 
and that may be where this heads however i can imagine some lawmakers would say no we're going to clear 
this we're going to get this straightened out and we're going to go back to work 
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and we're going to go back to work because we're not going to withdraw for an entire day and night i can 
imagine a very lively conversation going on wherever they're able to have a conversation however they're 
able to have it but some institutional lions in the senate and lionesses will say in the house no we're going to 
go back to work we're going to set this right and we're going to go back to work i can imagine that debate 
going on however it plays out that they can recess but i can imagine a very strong impulse within both bodies 
to get back to work major you keep anticipating things that are happening our grace seegers passes along 
she's our producer who is in and around where senators are currently being held she reports we've been told 
that the senate wherever they are right now and it's just extraordinary to have to say things like this is doing 
a roll call only one reporter is allowed in the room right now it is not a representative of the television pool but 
again the senate is doing at least some kind of a formal attendance taking to see who's there remember they 
could meet as a body wherever they are yes if they have a quorum which it appears they might and in this 
virtual world influenced so much by pandemic protocols these things have been learned and so they may in 
a very strange and unexpected way provide a means by which a quorum can be assembled and they can get 
back to work yeah and i'm actually texting with our political correspondent and 60 minutes correspondent 
john dickerson about that very matter that the senators who have objected and the house members who 
have objected to a what is normally a very quick uh counting of the electoral votes and years past it's been 
done in 10 or 20 minutes they could stop their ejecting objecting rather and move this on very quickly and 
thus um nothing there for anybody to protest process is done right they could also go on twitter and say all 
objections will be withdrawn unless you leave the capitol if you occupy the capital we will no longer go 
forward with this you cannot negotiate with the congress by occupying it you simply cannot and that is 
something they could also do ted cruz could do that josh hawley could 
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ted cruz could do that josh hawley could do that well and james langford could have zach on the phone zach 
tell us what you're seeing where they just evacuated us and took a uh um and press were given because uh 
capitol police said that pure guy had been used around me hey zach this is major garrett norris stepped 
away for just a second so let me engage you if i could for just a moment what are you doing and seeing as 
you are right now and where if you can i know that you are under some requirements not to be too specific 
but if you can give a general sense of what where you are and what's happening immediately around you do 
you feel in danger in any sense i do not we uh we're being taken to a safe area and uh moved very efficiently 
by the capitol police we're extremely on top of things um which i think everyone got a little bit nervous was 
when there was that literal banging trying to Knock in the door that was being held by the cabinet you know 
do you have anything don't go ahead and jump in zach zac take us back to what was going on in the house 
chamber itself there are conflicting reports about whether guns were drawn and used or whether there were 
other barricades put in place to keep people out what can you tell us having been in the room uh i i can tell 
you that uh guns were drawn they were handguns and uh there were i believe two of them 


00:44:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=2640s 





and uh there were i believe two of them uh from by who dirty were capital police they were pointed out that 
door that as i said knocked we did hear what appeared to be a gunshot in the distance it was some kind of 
long thing um and there was this kind of general promotion i think that like as soon as that door started 
getting knocked um everyone the members of their staff completed um forward and you know we're trying to 
get over there as soon as possible and from your vantage point zach in the house chamber did you see 
anyone injured or hurt in any way okay and there were still members in the in the chamber when this 
happened correct members of congress there were um there were but they were uh taken out sort of as 
soon as you started being able to hear noises right outside um and depression is taken out shortly after 
earlier in the proceedings was the speaker of the house still presiding uh she was and was she escorted out 
first i i believe so but it's from uh where i was sitting in the gallery i couldn't uh tell for certain uh i believe the 
first one to be taken out was uh representative when um when there was a majority leader almost 
immediately the members who had objected to some hundred members they did not want to stay inside the 
house chamber they did not uh and in fact as we went into lockdown uh one man who was sitting up on the 
other side of the gallery looking down pulled up fast and started yelling to them you know tell the president to 
call this off or something along this line um he was sort of touched up pretty quickly but there were certainly 
flame put on them at least from one guy in the room zach stand by we have some new reporting right now 
we have been told by a senior source that mayor bowser has requested an additional 200 national guard 
troops that that 
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200 national guard troops that that request is under review by the pentagon it has not been denied but is 
under review at this hour as it's clear that the mayor of dc who has imposed a 6 pm curfew is requesting 
additional federal assistance from the national guard at this point normally a governor would just call in the 
national guard but in the district of columbia the secretary of the army serves as the governor so to our 
conversation moments ago about what will be the voice of those who are objecting and want to use congress 
to superimpose itself on the will of the states as expressed through the electoral college one has spoken via 
twitter ron johnson republican from wisconsin i'll read it directly the capitol police have acted with incredible 
professionalism i sincerely thank them for their service and condemn all lawless activity in marco rubio that's 
moving in a direction slowly it is moving in a direction what direction do you think that it's moving in to 
describe this as what it is lawless criminal activity by a few to breach the capital and attempt to occupy it in 
order to slow down this process well marco rubio republican from florida went further in a similar tweet there 
is nothing patriotic about what is occurring on capitol hill he tweeted this is third world style anti-american 
anarchy and he's not wrong he is correct and this needs to be said by more with greater volume and more 
regularity this is a moment this is a bright shining moment for every republican every democrat but especially 


those republicans who've associated themselves in word and indeed with this effort to challenge the election 
and challenge the congress's counting of the electoral votes i want to bring in john dickerson now who joins 
us on the phone and john for those who say that this moment is unimaginable that this couldn't happen does 
that ring true to you well there 


00:48:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=2881s 





does that ring true to you well there were plenty of people who could imagine it on election night when the 
president suggested that the election had been stolen and then day by day by day we saw the power the 
president had over his supporters so powerful it cowed many in his own party and that there are millions of 
people who believe this and so many people see a direct line from the president's remarks after deal 
immediately after the election to what's happening now and in the american system the president is the one 
who is supposed to cool the passions of the people that has been completely turned on its head and just to 
pick up on major's point the stage is set for someone to walk on and behave in the way that's in the best 
american tradition to cool the passion to act as the adult in this process it might be one person it might be a 
whole score of people but that's the next big chapter and the question is who walks into that role that is 
waiting for them and to pick up on john's point could this be anticipated well on cbs this morning about a 
month ago i quoted winston churchill who said the following you cannot reason with a tiger when your head 
is in its mouth republicans have put the head their head in the mouth of donald trump the president united 
states for six weeks hoping that this wouldn't come but on social media as recently as 48 hours ago you 
could see people saying i'm attending this i'm looking for ways into the capital i've figured out corridors etc 
etc this was sad to say theoretically imaginable that it is actually playing out is the thing that shocks us so 
much that we never thought it would actually come to this but it is consistent with rhetoric set in motion by the 
president and not manifestly rejected at the beginning by republicans who were in the place to do so and 
john who's still with us the rhetoric of the president too in terms of inciting and keeping these embers of 
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inciting and keeping these embers of angst burning has now erupted in the united states capital what 
culpability do some of the lawmakers have who also objected to that real quick major has something we're 
going to say i'm going to read a tweet from the president one minute ago quote i'm asking everyone at the 
u.s Capitol to remain peaceful period no violence exclamation point remember we all in capitals we are the 
party of law and order respect the law and our great men and women in blue thank you and now the 
president trying to reel back in a mob that has been unleashed trying to do what he should have done 
moments ago hours ago perhaps weeks ago when you said nora about i can't remember an hour and a half 
ago the president tweeted it's going to be a wild one what do you think that means how do you think that's 
interpreted by the people who are on the capitol steps a wild one that's suggesting to them that wildness is 
encouraged by the most powerful person in america the president of the united states and so john when you 
incite it by suggesting weeks ago that it's going to be a wild one can you just tweet it away can you just put 
all this stuff back in a bottle and expect it to disappear you know you can't do that any more than you could 
during the rallies in 2015 and 2016 when the president uh would encourage his supporters to to take care of 
by physical force those who showed up at his rallies and protested this isn't just happening today this is a 
long history of consistent behavior by the president uh and so this is this is comes as as the last ugly 
sentence in a long series of chapters um between the president and this kind of behavior this is just the 
ugliest manifestation of it and how many of these supporters are looking at the president's twitter feed and 
following it loyally as if as if when he said you 
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loyally as if as if when he said you know and the protest that all of the sudden they would remove themselves 
from inside the capital well i'll let john answer that first and then i'll take a swing after he does well i i would 
just say and and major knows this in his bones because he spent so much time talking to them and has been 
with them the the people to whom this is the greatest offense are those people who uh who feel alienated 


from their country and who uh might have voted for donald trump and who um you know uh wanted to see a 
different outcome in the election um and they are the ones who um who were being besmirched by this and 
by the incitement uh of it um and and so that i think um you know you all have been quite careful to point out 
that the ones who are who are breaking the glass and banging on the doors are a very small minority um and 
uh and they are now defining uh a large number of people i'm getting this now from a high ranking member 
of the sergeant of arms office who was outside said he was tear gassed said he's never seen anything like 
this and we are fully losing the battle they breached the west front and they just took the east front we 
witnessed that but i read it again out loud because there it is the tear gas and the question about which chris 
first spotted we thought that the the police and authorities were using it against the protesters it appears it 
might have been used against our law enforcement chemical irritants used by some of the protesters to push 
back or to repel capital police or those with the sergeant of arms office which is part of the governing body of 
the house of representatives itself there's a separate governing body for the united states senate but to pick 
up on john's point to answer your question directly nora there's a very very tight feedback loop between the 
president's supporters and what the president says higher than any i've ever seen in american politics 
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any i've ever seen in american politics they do vector off what he says closely and almost by the minute and 
in this scenario what the president just tweeted i will i do believe will have a pacifying effect i'm just telling 
you and the nation it's too late i i just cannot underscore the tension that exists in many parts of the united 
states capital right now you're likely feeling it at home by what you're seeing and the deep concerns among 
those in positions of authority to make sure we get this right and that the situation does not escalate i 
reported just a short time ago that based on a source and a defense official that there has been a request by 
the mayor of dc for 200 additional national guardsmen and it is currently under review no decision has been 
made the concern of course is about any future confrontation right can this just quickly de-escalate without 
an image of what appeared to be while their national guard what some people may look and think is active 
duty that that sort of image would then create not only domestically but certainly by our foreign adversaries 
and so the people in positions of great power that control the lovers of national security are weighing this with 
the utmost seriousness you now have senator ted cruz who helped unleash some of this and fuel some of 
this anger now also tweeting out calm down time to end this as has been pointed out the question is whether 
these senators and others who hold the levers of power want to courageously step forward and move this 
towards an end uh and i think the the leadership as you mentioned the vacuum that exists um that senator 
mcconnell tried to exert earlier today is one that people are watching ted who now steps in and josh hawley 
could say this will end if you don't get out of the capital we will stop this unless you get out of the capital this 
is no way to conduct our business they could do that i wait to see what their actual response will be but to 
your point norah and it is so 
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but to your point norah and it is so important for all sorts of institutional reasons for historic reasons for image 
reasons the capitol police would like to be in the position to take back this situation on its own and not ask for 
the national guard to come onto the capitol grounds and essentially repel these protesters who have 
breached the capital the capitol police would like to be able to do that and exert its own authority but they 
may be wholly outnumbered and incapable of doing that just a quick update from the dc fire department 
we're hearing that they have responded and transported at least two to three people with injuries and that 
they are now looking into reports of shots fired at the capitol now let's bring in nancy cordes who is still on 
capitol hill nancy nora the house minority leader republican kevin mccarthy confirmed just a few minutes ago 
that shots have been fired inside the capitol building he didn't say by whom it's not clear whether he knows 
by whom but multiple reporters have said that they've seen at least one person being carried out of the 
capitol on a stretcher covered in what appeared to be blood so you know we don't know if that was a 
protester or a police officer obviously this is a completely fluid event and take a look at this this is the crypt of 
the u.s capitol and what you're looking at is essentially hand-to-hand combat between capitol police officers 
and these protesters who appear to be trying to storm that area of the capital as police officers try to keep 


them back that area is called the crypt because it was originally designed to be the final resting place for 
george washington before he decided that actually he would rather be laid to rest at his beloved mount 
vernon but is an area on the first floor of the capitol and i'm just speculating here but it's likely that police 
were trying to keep the protesters out of this area because there are spaces in the bowels of the capitol 
where 
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in the bowels of the capitol where lawmakers can be taken to be kept safe and police probably didn't want 
these protesters getting any closer to the basement of the capital than they already were nancy those were 
photos from inside the house chamber uh as you were speaking there in case anyone's curious about where 
exactly that was take those were there yeah before it was the [___] that is in essence the front door of the 
house chamber itself there are members this was taken earlier uh one of our colleagues reports from 
somebody that was in that chamber of course we talked to zach kudak earlier that among other things no 
protester got inside the house chamber during this dramatic altercation but at one point the house chaplain 
went to the podium and offered a prayer saying pray for the safety of all including the capitol police and that 
all can work together for our country just a dramatic day inside the capitol it's incredibly dramatic and many 
people may recognize those doors from the state of the union exactly that was a sergeant of ours that's 
where they walked in to announce the president the announced arrival of the supreme court the diplomatic 
corps all the pageantry all the ways our institutions come together once a year for the state of the union they 
do do so in the people's house the house of representatives nora you know it and you know it is the most 
beautiful building in the capital or the great pleasures of walking around capitol hill seeing people who have 
deep disagreements geographic philosophical and otherwise working together working alongside one 
another and trying to resolve differences in the true spirit of the american republic and all of that is being 
jeopardized here and now on this day by people who wear hats that say make america great again i ask 
them to answer the question is this american greatness it is not i think it's a moment now to be reflective too 
and talk about the historical significance of this let's bring in jeff rosen and jeff as a constitutional law expert 
what did the framers what were they most concerned about 
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concerned about the framers central concern when they drafted the constitution in 1787 was mob violence 
madison said in federalist 55 in all large assemblies passion never fails to rest the scepter from reason even 
if every athenian had been socrates athens would still have been a mob the framers are concerned about 
farmers in western massachusetts mobbing the courthouses because they don't want to pay their debts and 
their central goal in drafting the constitution and creating the electoral college was to deny congress any 
direct role in electing the president that was why they created an electoral college because they were afraid 
that if congress elected the president the president would be in the thrall of factions and of mobs so the 
conduct of the president and the conduct of some congress people in abrogating powers that the framers 
tried to deny them has resulted in the framers greatest nightmare and the remedy then that the framers 
instituted to make sure or at least to try and prevent such mob violence was what jeff it was filters cooling 
mechanisms intermediate bodies to prevent populist passions from ruling they wanted to slow down 
deliberation so that people couldn't demand that their factional or partisan interests are created and that was 
the point of the electoral college a group of wise men they were all men then who were supposed to coolly 
deliberate and choose the best candidates without any attention to the views of the mob or the people even 
after the election of 1800 in the 12th amendment the constitution made clear that it's the electoral college 
that chooses the president and congress's role is purely ministerial it's just supposed to count the votes that's 
why senator toomey was correct 
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that's why senator toomey was correct before congress was forced to disband today when he said that the 
constitution gives congress no role in making substantive determination about who won the presidency when 
there is no genuine dispute about which ballots the state has submitted we are wreaking what we have sown 
i cannot overestimate how dangerous it is to depart from the framers intended system but they were 
visionaries even though they didn't know about twitter they did know about mobs and they knew about 
demagogues who would inflame the passions of the people and try to mobilize them to thwart the rule of law 
on which democracy depends and they created the constitution to avoid that and that is why we must return 
to our constitutional procedures congress must reconvene and perform its purely ministerial and ceremonial 
role in certifying the result of an election which has already occurred and the president-elect must be 
recognized as the next president of the united states and jeff frozen you have you have put this so beautifully 
and so eloquently as president of the national constitution center and a scholar of course of the constitution 
and so i wonder because this is exactly well you put it a lot better than tom cotton did in his op-ed um but i 
wonder then what risk those like ted cruz and others who supported this effort have done to even though 
they're they are also quote-unquote constitutional experts how how damaging has their interpretation of what 
the process could be today done to our democracy the damage has been incalculable the national 
constitution center is nonpartisan it was created by congress to increase awareness of the constitution on a 
non-partisan basis i am only allowed to summarize the consensus of liberal and conservative scholars 
ranging from judge michael ludwig who vice president pence quoted today to progressive scholars that 
congress 
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to progressive scholars that congress is not supposed to play a substantive role in second guessing the valid 
decisions of the electoral college senator cruz senator hawley former supreme court clerks were playing with 
fire when pandering to populist passions and the desire to court partisan favor they departed from the system 
that the constitution set out and they will have to be accountable to their consciences and to the constitution 
of the united states jeff rosen stay with us want to bring in grace seegers who has been uh there witnessing 
this on capitol hill will not say to protect her own safety but grace tell us what you've been witnessing hi 
norah yes um so it's been pretty chaotic we are now in a safe location along with all of the senators but 
things have been really scary i will say it was pretty terrifying when the senate suddenly went into recess and 
all of the doors in the chamber were locked down the reporters were locked down in the chamber with the 
senators and we really didn't know what was going on about after about half an hour of that we were 
escorted from the chamber and evacuated to a safe location and now we're kind of in a holding pattern but 
i've never seen anything like this and grace talk about any violence that you saw so i didn't see any violence 
but i heard protesters when we were evacuating we were also told not to take the stairs because there were 
demonstrators on the stairs so we took elevators which normally would not happen in a crisis and we are 
hearing from the police officers and seeing it from the police officers that there still is a lot of violence i've 
seen police officers walk by with riot gear it's just unclear what the situation is 
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it's just unclear what the situation is right now okay wanna bring in thank you so much grace stace stay safe i 
want to quickly bring in kevin mccarthy the house minority leader um leader mccarthy do you condemn this 
violence i completely condemn the violence in the capital what we're currently watching unfold is un- 
american i am i'm disappointed i'm sad this is not what our country should look like this is not who we are this 
is not the first amendment this has to stop and this has to stop now have you spoken with the president and 
asked him to perhaps come to the capitol and tell the supporters it's time to leave i i spoken to the president i 
asked him to talk to the nation to tell him to stop this this is not who we are we are the beacon of freedom we 
show democracy how we should act we show the rest of the world and this is not it i don't know who in the 
crowd is doing this i Know there's good and bad this has got to stop this is unacceptable what the capitol 
police have had to do what the the danger that has put other people in the people of being hurt i i just i can't 
believe and i'm so glad you brought our capitol police should not have to deal with this and i know you care 
about them deeply you said you spoke with the president what did the president say he would do i know he 


had put a tweet out there i told him he needs to talk to the nation i told him what was happening right then i 
mean from what i watched in the capital from the way you had to move within the capital the rush that had to 
come in the windows that were being broken listen as a nation everybody in this nation has got to take a 
deep breath and understand we're all americans we can disagree but we do not do this this is not who we 
are this is do you think how do you think there's responsibility i i hate to ask you this but who do you think 
bears responsibility for this for inciting this mob you know what i think there's a combination anyone who's 
ever incited 
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combination anyone who's ever incited anyone who's encouraged this we can encourage to disagree we can 
be passionate about our beliefs but this is not where we go this is not the best this is not the best of who we 
are i'm appalled by what i'm seeing happen right now and you think that it was just organic that this protest 
just happened on its own no no if you if you watch some of the people if you watch some of the things i 
watched in this capital there are people inside here that have planned their people taking advantage they're 
people that get over emotional there are people that want to make america look like this i don't all i Know is 
the capitol police should not have to be doing the number of capital police we have i can't thank them 
enough for protecting the number of members the number of staffers you know in that building there's a lot of 
young people that is the people's house what should have happened was the american public should be able 
to watch the debate an honest open debate not what's going on right now the president invited tens of 
thousands of people to quote unquote stop the steal i don't know if you heard his more than hour-long 
remarks or the remarks of his son who was the wind-up um it was some heated stuff leader mccarthy i just 
wonder whether someone is going to accurately call a spade a spade and i'm giving you the opportunity right 
now that your precious and beloved united states capital and our democracy is witnessing this call the spade 
a spade i was very clear with the president when i called him this has to stop and he has to he's got to go to 
the american public and tell them to stop this this is not who we are this is not who his supporters are this is 
more than politics this is the foundation of this nation this is the democracy that we are supposed to be the 
torch for the rest of the world this is not the view we should see and nobody should encourage it and nobody 
should be a part of it and so to the leaders who believe that this election was stolen 
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election was stolen and that oppose the count of the electoral college including yourself why have you all run 
from the capitol why not stay there and meet these these people who believe the same way that you do why 
not meet with courage i can't tell you where we are for out of safety for everybody else but the one thing i will 
tell you is people can have a disagreement we disagree every day when it comes to politics people can have 
that not this nobody supports this nobody encourages this nobody wants this i want to be very clear i 
condemn any of this activity this is not anything i support this is not anything that i would be a part of and this 
has got to stop why i just wonder are there members of the leadership headed to the white house to try and 
move this process forward we're at that point as you know leader mccarthy we're at that point where this is 
not only something that that tears down at the fabric of our democracy but will be used by our foreign 
adversaries you say you want it to stop what are you going to do now to make it stop i'm meeting with the 
other leaders i'm talking to the president i want to first and foremost make sure the security of our capital fees 
and the people are in the capital let's get this out of control let's get them out of the capital out of the 
chambers let's make sure people are safe and this can never happen again leader mccarthy the president 
united states has a briefing room steps from the oval office it is the cameras are hot 24 7 as you know why 
hasn't he walked down and said that now i convey to the president what i think is best to do and i'm hopeful 
the president will do it and you've spoken with his chief of staff i've spoken to the president i've spoken to 
other people in there into the white house as well you don't think he's sitting and maybe taking some delight 
watching this i don't i don't know of any american that takes delight in this i wouldn't assume that about 
anybody i can't believe someone would take delight 
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can't believe someone would take delight in this this is appalling this is it appears in all hands on deck 
situation it is an all hands on deck if this is the moment that requires leadership and if it's not presidential 
leadership it's congressional leadership and i think that the american public will hold people accountable for it 
and i just am waiting to find out what that is i just where is that leadership well one thing i will tell you right 
now we're sitting in the midst of this to get this under control i will tell you first and foremost for anything that's 
happening this has got to stop but i'm doing everything in my power to make sure it does this will never 
happen again well how whoever created this has got to be held accountable for it so the one thing i will tell 
you from the highest of offices i do it directly to you to break that action takes place and i will continue to 
make that action to take place leader mccarthy major garrett any any misgivings about the objections raised 
and what was said in motion on the floor today that created this environment that created the storming of the 
capital or at least if not created created an atmosphere in which they thought it was permissible well no one 
should ever think this is permissible and i don't think today started it but what i've watched this entire nation 
how we've gone time and again i mean i could go back a number of times but never to this point so who's 
ever been involved in that epoch on all houses who ever participated in any of this this should be a moment 
that brings us together that not divides us this should be a moment where our fiber of democracy gets 
stronger because we're being challenged at this moment this is where republicans and democrats and 
independents should stand together against this and never allow this to happen again leader mccarthy does 
the capitol police need to have reinforcements from the national guard to create a stability situation to get the 
capital back under control for what i'm seeing right here i am not a police officer but i think 
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a police officer but i think i think they're doing an amazing job at the size of this crowd i mean and there are 
barriers around they have broken through a number of barriers but i think for the security of others i think 
help is needed from the national guard yeah and what is the plan to bring congress back into session do you 
have intentions of doing that tonight getting back to work or are you going to take a powder for the rest of the 
day i think first and foremost let's get this under control let's take a deep breath right now let's solve this and 
let's take this moment for everyone who is listening for anyone who's watching we all have a responsibility 
here let's not blame everybody else let's take a responsibility as ourselves did we ever do something on 
social media did we ever yell at somebody on a political belief and let's stop that let's stop and respect one 
another and never take it to this level ever again leader mccarthy this is ed o'keefe along with nora major a 
few a few questions on what transpired this afternoon what is your understanding about injuries inside the 
capital was anyone shot was anyone else hurt we've heard conflicting reports and i know you've been a 
confirming source on some of this elsewhere look because of my locality of where my office was right by the 
capitol because of the capitol police and where they had to close everything down i could hear on radio 
different things that are being reported i will i will wait to see what they are able to report i don't want to give 
any misinformation out there but for what i heard and what i what i was able to view i know people are being 
hurt okay and what was your understanding of the capitol police's preparations for today did they give youa 
sense in advance that they were planning more or a more robust presence ahead of today's events yes they 
had a very they had more robust they had barriers further away from the capital they had barriers on the 
back side those were broken through i could see from my office people coming in i saw more reinforcements 
coming in i 


01:16:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=4560s 





i saw more reinforcements coming in i seen them overtake them just by the size going through windows i've 
never seen anything like this and as far as you know all your colleagues are safe and not injured all your 
house lawmakers i'm getting reports now from staff and from others from right now people are safe but lena 
mccarthy rudy giuliani said this morning before the crowd of tens of thousands let's have trial by combat will 
you denounce those comments i i totally denounced i denounced anyone that thinks that is what we do in 
america that is not what we do in america that is not who we are i i just i i just am at odds with how political 
leaders can believe that words and rhetoric don't matter history teaches that they do matter i've watched it 
i've watched it on both sides of the aisle i've watched it go i've had a i've had a colleague shot i've watched 


members say to go after other members this just got to stop and you know what it has to not just stop with 
our leaders it's got to stop with everybody in america themselves because they think if they say something 
on social media they're just saying it the threats that go i've watched different houses come after him all of 
that has got to stop and we've got to respect one another and respect the difference of opinion this is not 
what we do when we disagree the highest ranking republican in the house of representatives kevin mccarthy 
we thank you for your time condemning the violence and telling us that you have called the president and 
urged him to address the nation to end this now we wish you success in your urging of the president to do 
that thank you i just i i'm actually kind of emotional emotionally moved by his comments because i just it's like 
it's all come to this you know it's um and you can hear underscore 
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support thank you and um but you know he doesn't want to admit what is obviously true what is obviously 
true is this did not happen just because organically as i said it just oh it's january 6 2021. let's storm the 
capital no one has ever cared about this date before except no 1800s and it has been we have been brought 
to this shabby moment of violence by some storming the capital taking its siege trying to occupy it for a 
specific reason and in pursuit of a specific outcome an outcome that would violate the constitution and 
governing federal law that is where we are and i understand the political reluctance of leader mccarthy to say 
that is what happened but rudy giuliani speaks for the president the president complimented rudy giuliani for 
his very rhetoric that senator that leader mccarthy condemned this morning they are not separable they are 
inseparable they are lockstep and that is what has created this atmosphere again we delineate there are 
peaceful protesters there and there are those who start the united states capital those who have stormed 
and have taken this to a violent end must be dealt with and as leader mccarthy made clear they are violating 
the law and must be prosecuted we sit here just before four o'clock on the east coast and it appears all the 
violence is over it appears most if not all lawmakers are in and around the capital campus whether it's in the 
capitol building itself or the house and senate office buildings or the visitor center which is actually there just 
below where most of these protesters are there are secure facilities down there for classified briefings and 
frankly shelters designed for security incidents like this so it very well could be we don't know uh but we 
know that there are facilities in and around the complex here where members especially of the line of 
succession could be brought 
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the line of succession could be brought and kept we also know we're going to hear in a little bit from the 
president-elect joe biden who is actually was already scheduled to speak this afternoon from wilmington 
delaware and is expected to speak just briefly on what has transpired today here in washington and where's 
the vice president of the united states mike pence who's also tweeting out for it to end i mean he has he has 
more security than anybody why isn't he in the white house in the oval office was the president of the united 
states why isn't he in the briefing room this is leadership by tweet right where is the address to the nation i 
don't see anyone outside looking at their phones while they're sitting here on the steps of the capitol 
somebody else has got to get to them and tell them to leave and that's the other thing you know if we're ata 
standstill right now where nobody's breaking in but they're still lingering at what point does somebody have to 
step in and tell these people back off so that we can hold these two proceedings right and will they do that 
before the sunset and will they do that before the sun sets tonight because if not it could get quite interesting 
let me bring in nancy cordes who remains on capitol hill nancy you know norah i was listening to your 
amazing interview with leader mccarthy and appreciated the fact that he said that he's now urging the 
president to use better rhetoric but i have to tell you that over the past four years on a near weekly basis 
when i have asked leader mccarthy or leader mcconnell or many other republicans about the president's 
rhetoric about clear lies about threats that he has made about insults that he has made to republicans and 
democrats alike about inappropriate things that he has done they have almost always looked the other way 
excused it pretended not to know what we were talking about at every turn when they've had an opportunity 
to stand up and say this is not acceptable they have chosen not to do so and so it's no surprise uh if you you 
don't call him out that after four years 
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after four years his supporters who are also your supporters if you're a republican believe the things that he 
is saying because other people who they respect republican leaders at the capitol have not stood up to him 
even as recently as the last couple of months nora when the president started to say that this election was 
stolen from him and making these wild claims of fraud and irregularities republicans would tell me privately 
well we just have to let him do it we have to humor him we have to stand by him because if we don't it'll only 
be worse we've got to let him get it out of his system but of course at the end of the day he'll never really try 
to hold on to power well what happened today he's urging his own vice president to overturn the results of 
the election if that isn't an attempt at a coup i don't know what is and so you know republican leaders i think 
do bear some responsibility here because while their aides have at times even described the president as a 
madman i'm not making that up nora they have used that term a madman they are saying that privately but 
in public their bosses are saying either nothing or exactly the opposite and it's an interesting point that you 
raise nancy because i got the sense today and it started with mitch mcconnell who we all praised as making 
a historic and remarkable speech he essentially tried to put the genie back in the bottle that we can't 
continue with this it'll lead us into a death spiral retract the zone of permission that he and other republicans 
have given president trump for four years as nancy has so laudably articulated that zone of permission has 
been wide and expansive and in some cases almost elastic it can never be stretched to its ultimate limit 
maybe until just now and this is what happens when the zone of permission becomes so permissible and you 
inspire people to think of 
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and you inspire people to think of themselves as insurrectionists as those who have to storm the capital to 
preserve their idea of what america is when you lose the idea of what america is through violence you've 
given up you've given up it's like lighting a match to to put a house on fire and then yelling at the fire stop 
burning stop burning but you can't yell at a fire to stop it from burning you have to hose it down um i i just i'm 
being told that we we have because we've reached the point and leader mccarthy has confirmed it and i 
think why he's speaking out is that the situation has turned violent on capitol hill it has led to some serious 
injuries as well as gunshots being fired and i think that's why so many who love this capital system this is um 
this is the person who is apparently wounded by gunshot we want to warn you that there is blood but this 
was inside the united states capitol this afternoon in the wake of this violence safe inside and as we watch 
this we know now that the governor of virginia is sending some of his national guard and maryland governor 
larry hogan has tweeted that his direction the d.c police and u.s capitol police will be backed up by members 
of the maryland state police saying all americans should be outraged by this attack the attorney general of 
the district of columbia reiterating to district residents quote all district residents must remain at home under 
no circumstances should anyone travel downtown nor be in the vicinity of federal buildings calling on the 
president to order his supporters to leave the district of columbia and embrace the peaceful transition to joe 
biden and kamala harris later this month but pretty telling that the district had to go to its neighbors and not 
the military to get 


01:26:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=5160s 





neighbors and not the military to get assistance faster when they're clearly in need of assistance there at the 
capitol to keep this orderly especially again as the sun begins to set over the capitol there are a lot of angry 
people today who have felt someone stoke the feelings that they have and have come now to the capitol um 
in a we now have a joint statement from leader schumer and speaker pelosi okay one sentence we are 
calling on president trump to demand that all protesters leave the u.s capitol and capitol grounds immediately 
okay i'm now just hearing and getting from the chief pentagon spokesman that the d.c guard has been 
mobilized to provide support to federal law enforcement in the district acting secretary miller has been in 
contact with congressional leadership and secretary mccarthy has been working with the d.c government the 
law enforcement response will be led by the department of justice led by the department of justice again this 
fine line that we talked about earlier as the pentagon and military expressed by the former ten secretaries of 


defense do not want this to be a military act that this is a law enforcement act and that's why the justice 
department is taking the lead but to making sure that this uh mob violence is uh quelled quickly and under an 
acting attorney general with an uncertain leadership enacting defense secretary yes ring of leaders in both 
institutions but to your earlier point nora about that op-ed signed by those 10 secretaries of state who worked 
for democrats and republicans we all sitting at this table know that that op-ed was written because people 
had concerns that were more than theoretical right that they had heard things that there were discussions 
that there were theories or things being bounced around in their particular areas of expertise 
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in their particular areas of expertise and awareness and if you're a former defense secretary i think you know 
what i'm talking about you talk to lots of people who are at the cusp and the very front lines of all of these 
things in the national security apparatus that never would have been penned people not legitimate concerns 
about what might transpire this is video from inside the house yes earlier uh so this where this is being shot 
from is actually the side of the house chamber where the first lady normally says yes correct during a 
stadium there you can see members of congress that's premier league party paul from washington correct 
remember speak there you go and you can hear this let's listen uh and that woman there she appears to be 
making a video or a statement because she's giving somewhat of a speech a member of congress inside the 
hallowed halls of our united states and that's not a shower cap that's the kind of task that are under the seats 
protective 
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task that are under the seats protective yeah in the event of some kind of chemical agent being released in 
the chamber so remember we reported earlier that members have been instructed to use the gas mask 
under their seats and have them ready or to shelter under their chairs and this is the video showing that in 
fact many did do that we know the chamber wasn't the house chamber wasn't breached by protesters but the 
senate chamber was because remember they had cleared the senate out faster and apparently some of the 
protesters were able to make it onto the senate floor and right and just to remind people if you haven't visited 
the capitol before you have the dome in the middle you have the house chamber on one side the senate 
chamber um on the other and uh there you have the images of um uh tear gas there that's the united states 
capitol and so on the there's the east front right or the steps um on the bottom of the screen and the west 
front where the inaugural will take place at the top of the screen and you saw much of the breach we believe 
might have come from both places um as people went through not only statuary hall but also what's right 
below statuary hall which is the is the crypt which is the basement area under the rotunda so they were 
under the rotunda which is which has access out to the street so it would have been an easier way to get into 
the building for some going back to what the senate majority leader said on the floor back when this day did 
not have the odor and the repellent imagery of insurrection he said the president had embraced sweeping 
conspiracy theories so let's just walk through this very carefully it has been suggested the president and his 
campaign and those allied with it have not had their day in court that's correct in a certain sense way i've had 
about 60 maybe 70 days in court in lots of different venues bringing lots of different lawsuits and all but one 
have been nullified for lack of 
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one have been nullified for lack of point of law and lack of evidence or lack of standing and in three cases 
michigan pennsylvania and wisconsin federal courts invited the trump campaign to bring specific evidence of 
grievances about the conduct of elections in those three states to prove the allegations of fraud and in all 
three instances before federal courts the trump campaign withdrew did not provide any evidence so these 
conspiracy theories have now quite clearly run amok and they have brought us to this sad and deeply 
regrettable moment we are seeing playing out on live television we've just learned that the fbi has been 
deployed to assist u.s capitol police there are now charging concerns about about those who are will be held 
responsible in a criminal way um i also want to bring back in uh jeffrey rosen of the who's president of the 


national constitution center and and jeff um one of the ideas that people have discussed in watching this is 
um part of the us code about seditious conspiracy and about what has led us to this moment can you walk us 
through what is at the heart of seditious conspiracy a seditious conspiracy occurs when two or more people 
conspire to overthrow or put down by force the government of the united states in any state or any part of the 
united states subject to its jurisdiction so this law has been used to prosecute puerto rican nationalists white 
supremacists islamic terrorists in the 1990s uh those have been the most recent uses of that law i've just 
reread the text uh the conspiracy doesn't even have to succeed if even if 
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doesn't even have to succeed if even if it's attempted it can be charged and i have not researched this or 
read the case law so this isn't a carefully considered opinion but the text of the law which forbids two or more 
people conspiring to overthrow by force the government of the united states arguably applies to this case 
jeffrey rosen thank you as always for your brilliance and um for standing with us and just one more point on 
that on the idea of seditious conspiracy and what you just laid out do you imagine that's something that 
someone could be charged with well it could indeed that would be a federal decision it would be under the 
department of justice the new department led by merrick garland who's just been nominated today could 
bring those charges they would have to decide which members of the mob to charge and how they conspired 
together but it would be a federal charge and it could indeed be brought by the u.s government and then jeff 
as you watch all this your thoughts i i you your passion and the gravity of your reaction as you watch them 
are those that i share and all citizens share this is not america and we must cleave to the constitution and the 
rule of law as a shining light abraham lincoln gave the most moving speech to the springfield lyceum where 
he said that when we allow passion to get the better of reason then we run the risk of succumbing to mob 
rule and abandoning the rule of law let's re-read lincoln's speech to those people in springfield set aside our 
partisan differences and realize that without the constitution and the rule of law as our lodestar everything 
that makes america a beacon of light and liberty will be imperiled well said and hopefully those words will be 
incorporated by some of our leaders 
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be incorporated by some of our leaders as they address this moment i should let people know that we are 
expecting to hear from the president-elect joe biden at this moment we have heard from the leading 
republican in the house of representatives kevin mccarthy who condemned the violence and said he had 
spoken with the president of the united states president trump and asked him to condemn the violence but 
we've not heard president trump come before the american people on camera we've not heard from the vice 
president on camera they have sent some comments via tweet but after earlier addressing this crowd of tens 
of thousands they have not yet come forward to address them again and ask them to stop the violence 
against our united states capital the d.c fire department says five plus people have been reported have been 
transported to the hospital the woman who we showed you earlier who was shot she is in critical condition is 
at a nearby hospital we've shown you the pictures of people crawling up the sides of the u.s capitol someone 
has fallen off and is suffering from abrasions and fractures we're also told of someone suffering from cardiac 
arrest at the u.s capitol no further details from that you are also witnessing images some of which we showed 
you earlier of members of congress and lawmakers huddled on their knees some praying some with gas 
masks over their head waiting huddling as the doors were breached or almost breached in the house and 
senate chambers which no doubt provoked what i think was one of the most powerful interviews that i've 
ever been engaged in with the house minority leader kevin mccarthy um who condemned the comments of 
rudy giuliani 
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condemned the comments of rudy giuliani earlier today when rudy giuliani once america's mayor who incited 
this crowd earlier by saying it's time to have trial by combat those words were clearly ingested digested and 
have now been acted upon to desecrate the capital to seek to occupy it and to create criminal acts in the 


name of patriotism that's what this is that's what this is about people who are as you said nor imbued with 
this idea that there is something larger they're fighting for when they are acting in the smallest possible way a 
criminal way to attack the capital occupy it and violate federal law in full public view in pursuit of something 
they consider to be lofty the things that you pursue are lofty the constitution the rule of law what the american 
republic stands for that which you are doing desecrates it in full public view and as we've been reporting uh 
the national guard um a request for additional national guard have been approved by the pentagon by a 
request by the dc mayor ed's reported that the national guard from virginia and maryland's governors say 
police have been activated also the fbi getting involved um at ted's point it would be beneficial for all 
concerned if they were to arrive before nightfall yeah and there's there's already some conversation 
underway about how exactly you begin to restore order and ensure the safety of members of congress so 
that they can at some point whether it's today or tomorrow reconvene to hold this extraordinary session that 
was already supposed to be held frankly at this point four o'clock eastern uh would have been three hours 
into the proceedings they probably would have just been reconvening after the two hours of debate over the 
challenge to the state of arizona's results and would have been moving on through the alphabet eventually 
getting to georgia getting to georgia expected to be the next one once again trump uh the current president 
united states being coaxed by leaders aides to address the nation 
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by leaders aides to address the nation ben tracy at the white house reporting he's seen a um a camera being 
set up no clear sign yet that we may hear from the president the vice the president-elect joe biden is about to 
address the nation before the current president and to your point norah you worked in the white house i 
worked in the white house the camera can be flipped on at any second it can literally be put up any moment 
the president states wants to address the country it happens this fast all it takes is intention on a word the 
president used in a different context this morning courage and as soon as uh president-elect joe biden 
comes to the podium we will take his remarks live it is just after four o'clock in the east and what we've 
witnessed in the past several hours is here he comes thousands stormed the u.s capitol here now the 
president-elect joe biden i'm sorry not just an inconvenience but i'm sorry for the reason we've delayed i'm 
delayed coming out to speak to you i initially was going to talk about the economy but all of you all of you 
been watching what i've been watching at this hour our democracy is under unprecedented assault anything 
we've seen in modern times an assault on the citadel of liberty the capital itself an assault on the people's 
representatives and the capitol hill police sworn to protect them and the public servants who work at the 
heart of our republic an assault on the rule of law 
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an assault on the rule of law like few times we've ever seen it an assault on most sacred of american 
undertakings the doing of the people's business let me be very clear the scenes of chaos at the capitol do 
not reflect true america do not represent who we are what we're seeing are a small number of extremists 
dedicated to lawlessness this is not dissent it's disorder is chaos it borders on sedition and it must end now i 
call on this mob to pull back and allow the work of democracy to go forward you've heard me say before a 
different context the words of a president matter no matter how good or bad that president is at their best the 
words of a president can inspire at their worst they can incite therefore i call on president trump to go on 
national television now to fulfill his oath and defend the constitution and demand an end to this siege to storm 
the capital to smash windows to occupy offices the floor of the united states senate rummaging through 
desks on the capitol on the house of representatives threatening the safety of dually elected officials it's not 
protest it's insurrection 
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the world's watching like so many other americans i am genuinely shocked and saddened that our nation so 
long the beacon of light and hope for democracy has come to such a dark moment through war and strife 
america has endured much and we will endure here and we will prevail again and will prevail now the work of 


the moment and the work of the next four years must be the restoration of democracy of decency honor 
respect the rule of law just plain simple decency the renewal of the politics it's about solving problems 
looking out for one another not stoking the flames of hate and chaos as i said america is about honor 
decency respect tolerance that's who we are that's who we've always been the certification electric collet the 
electoral college vote supposed to be a sacred ritual which we affirm purposes to affirm the majesty of 
american democracy but today's reminder a painful one that democracy is fragile and to preserve it requires 
people of good will leaders of the courage to stand up who are devoted not to the pursuit of power but or the 
personal interest pursuits of their own selfish interest at any cost but of the common good i think what our 
children watching 
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i think what our children watching television is thinking think what the rest of the world is looking at for nearly 
two and a half centuries we the people in search of a more perfect union ever kept our eyes on that common 
good america is so much better than what we're seeing today watching the scenes from the capitol i was 
reminded as i prepared other speeches in the past it was reminded of the words of abraham lincoln and his 
annual message to congress whose work has today been interrupted by chaos here's what lincoln said he 
said we shall nobly save or merely lose the last best hope on earth went on to say the way is plain peaceful 
generous just a way which if followed the world will forever applaud and god must forever bless the way is 
playing here too that's who we are it's the way of democracy of respect of decency of honor and commitment 
as patrons to this nation notwithstanding what i saw today we're seeing today i remain optimistic about the 
incredible opportunities there's never been anything we can't do when we do it together and this god-awful 
display today is bringing home to every republican and democrat and independent in the nation that we must 
step up this is the united 
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that we must step up this is the united states of america there's never ever ever ever ever been a thing we've 
tried to do that we've done it together we've not been able to do it so president trump step up may god bless 
america may god protect our troops and all those folks at the capitol who we're trying to preserve order thank 
you and i'm sorry to have kept you waiting today and they're the president-elect saying that at this hour our 
democracy is under unprecedented assault calling on president trump to step up security or inauguration i 
am not concerned the american people are going to stand up and stand up now enough is enough is enough 
enough is enough is enough not concerned about the safety and security of the inauguration that message 
that enough is enough is enough is also being echoed by the republican leader in the house who we spoke 
with a short time ago who said it's time to end this but also a very strong measured tough statement by the 
president-elect urging president trump to go on national television and demand an end to what he called the 
siege on capitol hill by a mob in his words he said the words of a president matter no matter how good or bad 
the president is at their best those words can inspire and at their worst they can insight he used another i 
word insurrection it's an important word it's a meaningful word it's one we haven't really had to 
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haven't really had to think about in this country for a very long time thankfully we have to think about it now 
as we behold it because that's what it is you can call it nothing else it is in a small small form an act of 
insurrection but it is as he pointed out while is it an assault on the citadel of liberty our united states capital 
and an assault on the representatives of democracy an assault on the public servants and assault on the rule 
of law and an assault on our sacred american democracy he did note that this is a small group of people and 
does not represent our country as a whole and in fact as he speaks this afternoon we've seen governors 
across the country issue statements condemning this mike dewine the governor of ohio ron desantis the 
governor of florida they're both republican correct mary hogan a little while ago ralph northam of virginia but i 
just sit here guys and watch this and say this doesn't happen here the next president isn't supposed to tell 
the current one to clean up the violence in the streets and to condemn it my mother from central america 


tweeted your text to me a while ago she says we see this in venezuela in nicaragua we don't see this here in 
the united states and she's got a point and i know a lot of people watching right now at home are thinking the 
same thing and it's just incredible to think that we are no different now in that regard than some of these 
other countries who struggled with these kinds of transitions this is what everyone feared that watches and 
monitors this closely that we've all spoken to since the election in november but this kind of unrest causing a 
disruption like this i want to make sure that we get this some live pictures right now about what's happening 
on capitol hill i know we're showing you some images of people climbing but let's take some live pictures of 
what's happening on capitol hill right now the state of the protests this is live that you see that doorway right 
there is i believe 
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that doorway right there is i believe the doorway on the west front of the capitol that you see the president 
and dignitaries come out of i think that's right it's my memory um it's a beautiful door and when 
photographers are well positioned there they get the most magnificent inauguration day shots from that 
vantage point right um so you you sense uh there um a mob there's another live picture right here of people 
rappelling up the sides of uh the capital which is sort of unnecessary because there's steps everywhere it 
seems this is this is this is the um this i believe is the north side of the building this is not the east this which 
this is the west front but there's also at this hour a heavy law enforcement presence that is arriving on capitol 
hill as there has been a number of national guard that have been called up as well as different state police 
that have been aided want to check in with ben tracy who is at the white house and uh ben i know you've 
been following our coverage and doing reporting at the same time there are now calls from everybody in the 
republican party and even the president uh elect for president trump to step up and speak out where is he 
well my colleague jijang and i are now being told that we should expect some sort of video message from the 
president soon a little while back we were actually walking through the west wing we could see in the rose 
garden they had set up a camera there which is often a signal that the president is going to record some sort 
of message but to the point that you guys have been making the president could have in the course of the 
last hour and a half two hours simply walk down a very short hallway to the briefing room where there are 
already cameras and addressed the nation he doesn't necessarily have to take questions but he has decided 
not to do that uh there is no apparent sense of urgency 
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uh there is no apparent sense of urgency in the west west wing right now and that is just kind of bizarre when 
you walk through there the few aides that are there they are huddled in their offices they are watching this all 
play out on television we're told the president has been meeting with his chief of staff mark meadows in the 
oval office and watching this on tv as well in the small office just off to the side of the oval office but we are 
told that we should expect to see the president on camera in a recorded message that he would likely put out 
on his twitter feed all right ben tracy that uh video has just been tweeted out by the white house so it's not 
clear why the president or his advisors don't want him to speak live to the american public as the president 
like joe biden just did perhaps it's a concern about the comments that he will make it's on his twitter feed now 
it's a video him standing in the rose garden one relevant quote that's just been told to me through my 
earpiece is you have to go home now i presume that is a direct reference to the trump-inspired protesters 
who have stormed the capitol in a flagrant act of insurrection you have to go home now there'll be more as it 
plays out and we i'm sure are doing everything to turn it around as rapidly as possible but it is on the 
president's twitter feed uh just posted less than two minutes ago and our controllers as well as others are 
working to turn that around to show to our audiences now the president has come out from his twitter feed 
and appeared on camera following the president-elect to make these comments at this hour question is 
who's going to tell these protesters they're not looking at their phones necessarily they're not they're in the 
moment you know they're in the moment and sell signals up there aren't that great anyway then there's that 
many people so it's not like any of them are going to be able to see it but you can tell there has been a 


concerted pleading effort with the president united states to do something yes if his children his grown adult 
children were tweeting about this saying it needs to stop and to go home eric trump ivanka trump former 
aides of his brad 
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ivanka trump former aides of his brad partscal and kellyanne conway among others mick mulvaney his 
former chief of staff while saying this needs to stop all of it designed to catch his eye perhaps in his own 
twitter stream and encourage him to say something and bring him to a place of some kind of action look late 
though it may be and i noticed nora as social media is an ongoing and continuous conversation the first 
retweet of the president's video someone reminds him of a previous tweet big protest in dc on january 6th be 
there we'll be wild reminding him of his very own fingerprints on what we are seeing playing out in the united 
states i don't i don't follow the to be honest i really don't follow the president's tweets that close closely even 
as a journalist but that phrase be wild had stuck out to me uh even when it was uh tweeted out several 
weeks ago because it seemed to be sort of that that coded type of message um that sometimes the 
president um indulges engages him yes and indulges his supporters in it's like their code language again i 
spoke of a zone of permission this is what a zone of permission from the president united states looks like 
not yet do we have the video and let's listen in now to the video from president trump i know you're paying i 
know you heard we had an election that was stolen from us it was a landslide election and everyone knows it 
especially the other side but you have to go home now we have to have peace we have to have law and 
order we have to respect our great people in law and order we don't want anybody hurt it's a very tough 
period of time there's never been a time like this where such a thing happened where they could take it away 
from all of us from me from you from our country this was a fraudulent election but we can't play into the 


01:58:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=7081s 





election but we can't play into the hands of these people we have to have peace so go home we love you 
you're very special you've seen what happens you see the way others are treated that are so bad and so evil 
i know how you feel but go home and go home in peace once again the president making unsubstantiated 
claims of a fraudulent election that even his outgoing attorney general william barr said was not true as well 
as both republican leaders in the house and the senate have obviously said is not it is not true it was not a 
fraudulent election so let's make that clear the president also saying go home you know ii this really speaks 
to how detached he is from reality and the reason is if because the president gets to travel by private plane 
and for four years has been able to travel by helicopter you know i i had people tell me all these people have 
traveled in on commercial air flights they're booked in hotel rooms for tonight in the district of columbia 
they're not people of extreme wealth this is a big outgoing for them it's their disneyland of a big event of the 
year when people are strapped for cash in economic time they've made the decision to spend money and 
make this their moment and so just to say go home it doesn't work that way they're going to stay here in the 
district of columbia and continue the rage that is been fueled within them by rhetoric for months and that 
something that the president has stoked for months and he continues to in this message by once again 
noting about a fraudulent election it is an arms-length relationship to the reality he has created that's a fact 
the president continues to allow them to nurse these grievances again i repeat that i've had numerous 
hearings in court state and federal court numerous hearings nothing has come of that 
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that the proof never ever was proffered to make this outrageous and unsubstantiated claim yet he repeats it 
so the grievance that he told them for weeks you must come to washington to do something about he now 
says oh go home as if that is the only thing that will tamp down the flames that he has blown the hot breath 
of his presidency on for weeks it doesn't work that way it's better than nothing but it's closer to nothing than it 
could have been we're watching now what is the west front of the capitol and the protesters who seem 
immovable at this point and um jeff begays is there and covers the justice department and it has been 
covering these protests from day one jeff what do you see from your vantage point well we just saw nora tear 


gas there was this loud pop and then we saw this plume of smoke right over my shoulder here because as 
you noted this crowd doesn't seem to be going anywhere at this point we have this curfew that will be in 
effect at six o'clock we also have a larger law enforcement presence perhaps you can see that over my 
shoulder and you hear the cheers from the crowd because now they seem to be reacting to what law 
enforcement is doing so what is happening here is it seems to be building to some sort of uh i don't know if 
confrontation is too strong a word but some sort of face-off between police law enforcement and this crowd 
that is gathered here because over the last several minutes we've seen some members of the crowd calling 
for more people to come to help them reach the capitol so they aren't backing down they aren't all going 
home many of them are staying out here still encouraging people to climb the walls and reach this capitol so 
it'll be interesting to see 
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capitol so it'll be interesting to see over the next few minutes perhaps over the next couple of hours how law 
enforcement reacts to this but for some reason in the last 10 minutes or so law enforcement felt the need to 
release more tear gas we heard this pop and this bloom of smoke and jeff let me get your take on that 
because you cover the law enforcement as a beat why is your sense that there's some sort of confrontation 
brewing well because at some point they're gonna have to enforce this law they're gonna have to enforce 
this curfew that the mayor of dc has called for so at some point they're gonna have to clear these people out 
and in fact we've heard some people who've decided to leave because they they've i i overheard one couple 
saying listen i don't want to be caught up in this i get the feeling that they're going to start pushing these 
people back and i would agree with that at some point law enforcement is going to have to enforce this 
curfew and enforce this law and try to calm these crowds down in fact over the last hour we have seen law 
enforcement move into this area we've heard the sirens we've seen long lines of police cruisers coming in 
and so we've also seen police officers or law enforcement of some sort it's hard to see because it's some 
distance away with gas mask on uh and so they are gearing up for something here you can just see it you 
feel it in the air uh but you also have the protesters here uh getting riled up a little bit still getting rather riled 
up and as i said calling for people to preach the capital they they think some of them at least think this is 
some sort of showdown some sort of revolution it's sort of odd to watch they have it in their heads that this is 
their time to take back their house that's what 
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to take back their house that's what we've heard them say is that is that chanting i hear behind you jeff there 
is some chanting it's hard to make out there is some chanting uh some of what you you hear them chanting 
about president trump uh and other things that frankly we can't broadcast so there is some chanting as well 
yeah we've got a pool feed that's that's popping around some images that i just want to show people that you 
can see the metro police um yes um department this looks like this was earlier this is the senate entrance 
and you can see that's the type of police force that we have guarding the entrance that's the carriage 
entrance isn't it yes it's the carriage entrance into the um i used to cover capitol hill but that's that's where 
you would see the vice president enter from senators it brings you right up uh very quickly and you can see 
formally in carriages now in cars that's right that's why it's called the carriage entrance this is what our law 
enforcement is trained to do and they put their lives at risk to try and keep the peace in a circumstance like 
this but if you're one of those wondering what's next or when does this get resolved one of the things that 
has to happen is jeff we're saying is they have to push all those people back but then they're going to have to 
sweep every room oh yeah the capital complex before they deem it safe enough to reconvene the house and 
senate to finish the work that they're constitutionally obligated to do got it and so this could take into the night 
into tomorrow potentially even to just clear the area to just clear the area and secure it so that they can return 
got it it is um 4 30 here in washington and 
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here in washington and usually the sun sets in just over an hour from now in winter time so it is about to get 
dark here in washington d.c which is of course the concern for many law enforcement officials parts of the 
crowds as jeff begays have decided to disperse who don't want to be involved in a confrontation um we're 
getting numbers on the number of law enforcement that are headed to capitol hill a mix of state troopers from 
virginia and maryland a number of um national guard we believe are also on the way that have been 
approved we're told this is being coordinated by the u.s justice department and we're seeing pictures of 
people with oxygen law enforcement and others who are being transported from the u.s capitol who have 
been injured major let's return now to the idea about what today was supposed to be today was supposed to 
be by us code a day of um really very perfunctory kind of um ceremonial where the vice president would 
preside over a joint session of the house and senate to open the envelopes certified by each state signed by 
the governor of each state and in this case a representative from district columbia providing for congress and 
its inspection and its acceptance the electoral votes from those jurisdictions as you said pro forma in the past 
there has been some objections in the past i don't want to suggest there haven't ever been objections what is 
important about those previous objections 2001 2005 2017 the defeated presidential candidate in those 
cases 
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presidential candidate in those cases did not endorse efforts to contest those and did not seek allies in the 
house and senate to bring this to a full-blown crisis as this president has and as many republicans have in 
very large numbers but the process was to play out the first state that was contested was arizona the debate 
had just begun shortly after 2 p.m eastern in the middle of the speech from jim langford republican from 
oklahoma in the senate who supports challenging the electoral votes from arizona the senate chamber was 
evacuated as was the house because these protesters stormed the capital breached security barriers and 
entered in such a way and was such what appeared to be menacing intent that the capital police felt it was 
incumbent upon them to rapidly remove the vice president united states the senators and eventually 
members of the house and here's what was supposed to go on that's what did happen and it is now in 
advance because of these occupiers of the united states capital and that you were just noting this window 
that is being crawled through right now yes there were protesters there crawling into the cap there we go 
right windows that overlook the west front of the capitol high up like that and have a balcony are usually 
leadership offices am i correct if we could we'd have to have a wider view of this shot to know exactly which 
window that is but the fact that they're able to do this at all just shows you the lack of coherent law 
enforcement response the fact that there is an ability to repel them and that there's still a danger to those 
inside and that this has not yet been resolved and is nowhere near being resolved no this is a wanton act of 
vandalism and you can see that they are sort of exalting in this desecration of the capital waving and 
extolling the crowd to cheer them on that's the mindset of those who are doing this occupation and to ed's 
point and possibly to jeff 
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and to ed's point and possibly to jeff begay's point they're on scene for the hard heads who really want to find 
a way to make this a confrontation that appears to be coming because you cannot resolve this without 
pushing these people well off the stairs and out of the capital and that is going to have to be done by force 
because it doesn't appear they're willing to leave voluntarily and now with that image that we just showed 
you was from inside pelosi's office um where uh people have reached the speaker of the house's office and 
um don't know which office specifically whether it's hers or one of her aides because it's a large complex of 
offices but regardless they got into that area which should be rather secure with a note that says we will not 
back down we are told law enforcement is on the way um eva nordstrom is our director of special events and 
directing our coverage today and um and as we see protesters still throughout the district of columbia we 
now have a statement from senator hawley who along with senator ted cruz had been one of the senators 
who directed this opposition to the counting of the electoral senator holly was the very first to say he would 
endorse and share an objection with a member of the house to bring this debate to fruition yes he says thank 
you to the brave law enforcement put their lives on the line the violence months end and those who attacked 


police and broke the law must be prosecuted and congress must get back to work and finish its job questions 
about whether the senate will so those courageously returned to congress right now those numbers look 
larger to me norah and ed uh and they begin it it begins to look to me as if there is movement to 
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to look to me as if there is movement to get into the crowd begin to repel this crowd to push it back and 
regain some of the territory if only bit by bit but those numbers appear more concentrated and a bit more 
forceful than they have those are washington d.c police not capitol police so the reinforcements of our mpd 
there you see metropolitan police department those are the guys that are trained to deal with these large 
crowds they train for potential violence across the nation's capital and they're doing it now here at the capitol 
as the unrest continues we've got banners now hanging off the sides of the capitol and these crowds are not 
going anywhere they so far right and you can you can see the mask there and some of this is extravagant 
performative revolutionaryism um there is a almost a performance art repellent though it is quality to this and 
let's just articulate the natural extension of what they want they want to disable the united states congress 
from meeting and assembling and conducting its business until they get their way that ladies and gentlemen 
is the clinical dictionary definition of mob rule and that's what they're seeking and that's what their actions 
represent there is no other way to describe it let's go now to jeff begays who is outside the capital just the 
west front of the capital and jeff is it fair to say that one of the concerns is that we're close to sundown yeah 
that's a fair assessment because what that suggests is with what the mayor has imposed this uh six o'clock 
curfew at some point they're gonna have to clear these people out and i think you know if you look behind 
me you can see some people walking from the capitol building but there are many many more people still 
there and looking down on them is this line of law enforcement but here's the thing with all these people in 
their 


02:14:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=8041s 





thing with all these people in their you know by my estimate uh probably about a thousand couple thousand 
people perhaps you really don't have enough law enforcement here to push all these people back and to 
clear this seed so i'm still waiting to see if we're going to see more law enforcement showing up here to help 
calm this situation down because it's still relatively volatile you have a crowd here or people in this group who 
are intent on breaching this capital building in fact you know i just walked up there a few minutes ago and i 
heard someone say this is civil war i mean these are the things that you're hearing in this crowd and just 
behind me now you see another uh and and i and jeff you know i just smoke we heard that pop and you 
know jeff i misspoke earlier but um sunset is at 501. so uh you know wintertime it comes quite early so we're 
just half an hour now um from sunset and um you know it's already a very rowdy and um mob like crowd and 
that's one of the concerns um as jeff begaye noted some have gone home but others are waiting for that 
confrontation jeff i've been asking all day for a summary of the number of law enforcement that have been 
called in to help do you know what that is well we don't have exact numbers but we know that about 300 
members of the national card were activated for this day here in d.c and you had obviously you had metro 
police department officers here as well you have capital pd so there should be a sizable force of law 
enforcement but what we've seen is that today at least they've been slow to react i mean 
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they've been slow to react i mean everybody knew going into this day that there would be this march toward 
the capitol everybody knew that but for some reason it just appears that law enforcement today was slow to 
react to the the number of people who descended on washington for this event this event that they called say 
the save america event uh and so what you see behind me is the result of that you have this you had this 
massive crowd uh gathering here on the capitol steps some people climbing the walls here and law 
enforcement seem to be caught flat-footed here uh responding to this so it'll be interesting to see how they 
get this situation under control jeff begaye is outside the capitol there and it's been an extraordinary day as 
we've already heard from the president-elect joe biden saying this must end he called it an assault on the 


citadel of liberty the representatives the public servants an assault on the rule of law and an assault on our 
most sacred institutions of democracy he said these scenes do not represent all that we are that they are a 
small group of extremists the republican leader in the house of representatives on our air and probably one 
of the most incredible interviews of our career sounding emotional angry saying he specifically had called 
president trump told him to address the nation called the president's chief of staff imploring him to address 
the nation and call for an end to the violence suggesting that those words in that short video that the 
president just released would essentially cause these protesters that have been riled up for months to just go 
home it's clear they're not listening it's clear that they are bearing down at this moment they're bearing down 
for a confrontation with law enforcement and yes ed you have something forgive me i just they may not have 
heard the message yet because they're out there on the grounds of the capitol and they 
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on the grounds of the capitol and they may not be looking at their phones that's that's why he may have 
tweeted this and said it but we don't know that it's actually reaching the people who need to hear it that was 
that was my only point forgive me for and i think we would all agree nora listening as we all had a chance to 
ask leader mccarthy numerous questions i detected a modicum of helplessness in his voice i don't think he 
felt he had any real ability to get control of this situation that this was a whirlwind that he was being pulled 
into and all members of the house and senate had been pulled into in ways that he found unexpected even 
though he is the leader of the house republican conference and a very close and stalwart ally as we've said 
of president trump and very familiar with mark meadows the current white house chief of staff and the entire 
conversation within the trumpian world which he is a regular part of i detected in his voice i want this to stop 
and i'm not sure it can or i can stop it i don't know if you heard the same thing but i as i've been listening to it 
in my head i heard it i did i i detected that same sense of not only sort of a sense of sadness but a sense of 
disbelief that it had reached um this moment but president-elect biden said the words of a president matter 
no matter how great or how bad they can inspire or they can incite and today they incited um and they incited 
the the crowd and the mob that is at the united states capitol today they were incited by rudy giuliani who 
earlier in the day said let this be trial by combat and to this group of fervent supporters of the president of the 
united states they took those words and they used them not only as a rallying cry but as marching orders and 
thus have marched to the front steps of the capital the back steps of the capitol inside the capitol into the 
floor of where the most important debates of our nation take place and into the speaker of the house's office 
they are now standing on the very steps and on the podium where president-elect joe biden will be 
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where president-elect joe biden will be sworn into office two weeks ago no matter what happens congress 
will fulfill its ultimate duty as this final step in just doing what is a perfunctory matter and counting these 
electoral votes but what we're witnessing now is really a question of leadership as uh politicians who as their 
profession use their words to encourage support and action are now unable to pull back what they have 
created and those lawmakers who serve on capitol hill who regularly incite through rhetoric different types of 
passions have abandoned the citadel of democracy the u.s capitol they're no longer there one of the first to 
leave was the vice president of the united states well we don't know whether they've entirely left the capital 
complex itself in fact in speaking with some lawmakers it's members of the senate are still in and around 
capitol hill itself but they may not be in the actual building they're all connected through tunnels and why not 
just leaning in in the office buildings that are right next to me and it's believed that at least members of 
congress are still in that proximity as we near sunset as you said about 5 10 tonight 501 forgive me so in 16 
15 minutes or so a reminder that there's a curfew here in washington dc starting at 6 pm eastern metro bus 
and metro rail service is being ended earlier this evening by 8 pm eastern our transportation unit passes 
along flight attendants who stay in downtown washington hotels are being cleared out of those downtown 
hotels by their airlines as a precaution and told to stay close to the airports where they're supposed to fly out 
of some sense of the potential risk tonight in this city as this continues and as we've seen there's an 
increased level of law enforcement there from washington d.c from the national guard both of the district of 


columbia and virginia from maryland but we don't know when and how exactly this resolves itself and as we 
talk about our members of congress i want to bring in a united states senator senator tammy duckworth a 
retired army national 
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tammy duckworth a retired army national guard lieutenant colonel helicopter pilot now a distinguished 
member of the senate armed services committee senator duckworth thank you uh for joining us um i i know 
that in all that you have witnessed in your life that this is unlike anything you've ever seen it is unlike anything 
i've ever seen on domestic soil that is for sure you know i spent my entire adult life defending our constitution 
to all enemies foreign and domestic it never ever occurred to me in a million years that that domestic threat 
would occur on the steps of the u.s capitol after being incited by the president of the united states this is a 
shameful day but i will not be deterred from doing my job and certifying these electoral college ballots today 
what are you calling on your colleagues to do in terms of counting those electoral votes well i'm calling on 
them to stay here and continue with the proceedings we are all now located in a safe location in the capitol 
they have collected us from all of the other places and we were um uh safely um securing ourselves and uh 
it looks like we're gonna be able to continue with the proceedings i have made it clear to my colleagues that i 
want to continue um the good news is that one of the staff members was very very good thinking and she 
actually was able to grab and secure the electoral college ballot and bring them with her to this location so 
we have them with us and we will be able to proceed as long as mitch mcconnell calls us back into session 
this is such an important piece of news uh senator duckworth the electoral votes are secure they are secure 
with the senators who are in a secure place there in the united states capital and what is your understanding 
from leadership about so your understanding is everybody wants to get this done tonight um well from the 
democratic side i'm 
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um well from the democratic side i'm chatting with the democratic senators i've not had a chance to sit down 
and share with the republican side we the democratic senators are on a group chat together and uh that has 
been our consensus consensus we're chatting back and forth that we want to continue um i am going to uh 
approach some of my republican colleagues and try to encourage them to agree to move forward and to 
pressure senator mcconnell into reconvening the senate so that we can move forward and are you just 
secure with democratic senators and the republican senators are secure in a different location no no we are 
all together in one big room including staff members and what they're doing right now is they're doing a roll 
call they're calling the senator's name and finding those who were not on the floor and bringing those 
senators they're sending out for example myself um i was not on the floor when the breach occurred i was 
actually in the tunnels and was told by the capitol police not to proceed in on the train on the underground 
tunnels through the floor trying to instead go and to uh barricade myself into a secure location which is where 
i was when the other before was evacuated and just a little while ago a team of capital police came and 
retrieved me and brought me to this central location where the other senators are and they're proceeding to 
do that with all of the remaining senators and staff members who are scattered about the capital who didn't 
happen to be on the floor when the race occurred are all of you able to see what's happening outside the 
capitol what we're broadcasting right now uh yes we have a couple of channels up and um we have three big 
televisions that are playing the news right now what senator duckworth um you know what we see of course 
is as you know sunset in just about 10 minutes from now we see a number of the metro dc police we've been 
told that additional national guard 
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additional national guard uh have been approved um by the pentagon by the secretary of the army uh that 
that maryland and virginia are also willing to assist do you have any understanding to the senators with you 
about how they're going to move and disperse this crowd um well we are getting a briefing every uh 20 
minutes or so from the capitol police they're coming in the room and giving us a quick briefing my 


understanding is that they're working on clearing the capital right now and that we are just holding tight again 
we want to make sure that we've tracked down all the staff members that are here and all and everybody is 
secure i will tell you that coming over here with the team that brought me over we certainly went to quite a 
large number of capital police uh as well as from uniform uh national guard personnel who are already on 
location um and that we are as safe as we can possibly be where we are at right now um but uh though all 
that we're seeing on tv right now um is just what's being broadcast which is i think this video footage um from 
earlier in the day because um it's showing that people are you know um walking around through the capital 
rotunda and the like and we're watching mayor bowser's um uh briefing and i think his secretary of the army 
is speaking right now so we're watching that as well uh major garrett is with me senator thank you for your 
time and he has a question as well senator duckworth major garrett um i know in the capitol uh there are two 
families the house family and the senate founder you're all one big family today but do you are you aware of 
anyone in the senate family member or staff who was injured in this fracas i'm not aware of anyone who was 
injured everybody here seems to be fine we are ready to get going again um and uh i think people are just 
anxiously awaiting uh to make sure that everyone indeed is safe uh and that we can get going and i think i 
saw the attending position was walking around making sure and checking up 
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when do you think the senate might reconvene tonight tonight definitely i mean that is that is what i would like 
and that's what i have expressed to our leaders as i said the democratic senators are on a group check 
together and um we uh uh express that to our job caucus uh for this purposes um i don't know what the 
republican senators are senator um i must you ask you about the culpability of what has led us to this 
moment we spoke earlier with the house minority leader kevin mccarthy urging supporters of the president to 
go home he said he called the president and asked the president to address the nation who recorded a short 
message still claiming that the election was fraudulent and then saying time to go home now where do you 
place the blame the blame for this is donald trump he is the one that has been spreading conspiracy theories 
falsehood he is the one who is pressuring governors of states like georgia uh and and secretaries of state uh 
of states like georgia to find him missing votes um he is the one that is rejecting uh their results of this 
election which have been which have been certified by all 50 governors it is this president who has invited 
his supporters to this violence and even as he did just now spend barely a minute telling people to go home 
he continued to spread lies about the election this is donald trump's fault uh he is truly responsible for this 
today and it is shameful i've never never in my entire adult life serving both first in the army and now 
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serving both first in the army and now in the legislative branch for every imagine and it is the president of the 
united states of america who would be the one to invite violence and have people form the steps of the 
united states capital never would i imagine that this could possibly happen but it did today but you know what 
democracy will prevail we will not be deterred by this unruly mob we will continue to move forward and follow 
the guidance of our constitution and make sure that we carry out the will of american people and then we 
need to get to work and we need to come together democrats and republicans and get help to working 
families and fight this pandemic and get our economy moving again and we can only do that together 
together as partners but we have to get through tonight first senator duckworth stand by i want to ask our 
control room as well to put up in a banner that the dc mayor is enforcing is not only ordering but enforcing a 6 
pm curfew because i think the news plays an important role as well in importing sorry giving out factual 
information and it's our understanding as well that what is being broadcast right now outside the capitol via 
megaphone is you will be arrested if you are outside after 6 p.m that that is part of the method um that our 
law enforcement is using now this hour-long uh via bullhorn 6 p.m curfew you will be arrested what have the 
capitol police been telling you senator uh they've told us that they are working on carrying the capital and 
that was the last briefing that we received about 15 minutes ago and uh that that as far as i know is that they 
are clearing they're working to clear the capital at this time senator duckworth again major garrett um i i know 
you might not have been briefed on this but i'm just curious since we have you a very good source of mind 
very connected on all things capitol hill just texted me and said that the word is that the house 
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and said that the word is that the house is going to go into session but not in the house chamber but in the 
ways and means committee room which is a very large facility that might in fact be large enough for a 
socially distant reconvening of the house have you heard anything along those lines would that surprise you 
that would not surprise me i'm familiar with that house chamber having served in the house myself and i urge 
my house colleagues to please do go back into session um and i hope that that'll be an indication that 
senator mcconnell will call us back into sessions here where we are located we are in a very large room 
ourselves but there is absolutely no room and there's not much social distancing going on at this point in time 
we all have our masks on of course but um we are pretty uh tightly gathered together here but it is the best 
condition we possibly can and we are all safe and we want to continue so that's good news indeed if the 
house does go in back into session because i would like the senate to go back and do that you know senator 
on that very point um this morning before tens of thousands rudy giuliani and donald trump jr were the warm- 
up acts for the president and rudy giuliani's called for trial by combat the president's son don jr told 
congressmen who weren't going to vote to overturn the election quote unquote we're coming for you how 
important is it for members of congress to not act or show that their duty has been delayed or rather stopped 
because of that rhetoric and the actions of this mob i think it is paramount that we continue to move forward 
with our democratic properties and that we carry out our duties i think it is very important not just for our 
nation and our democracy but for the world for the world to see that uh uh in america um nothing would stop 
the democratic process from moving forward and the will of the people will be carried out and that we here in 
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will be carried out and that we here in the senate and in the house will not be deterred by mobs and i think 
we'll leave it at that senator duckworth we thank you so much for your time for sharing what you know 
gathered there with all the other senators in a secure location and with the as senator duckworth first 
reported with the electoral votes secure that in her words a very smart quick thinking staffer said let's let's 
let's what's the most important piece of paper in this chamber or pieces of paper envelopes gather them 
secure them keep your wits about you i can only say on behalf of the entire american process and 
democracy well done thank you yeah i wanna i'm trying to get a sense of what's going on on capitol hill i i i'm 
seeing this picture on the west front of the capitol that door that window it appears to me at first when i 
thought i thought all right one of these supporters brought their welding material you know with welding 
material then it struck me that perhaps it's the law enforcement from inside the capitol shining their bright 
lights out and saying move back move back in a way to begin the disbursement you know with with lights | 
just can't tell i wonder if someone can shed light on if jeff begays i know it's a difficult vantage point but it 
does appear that those they're essentially in my limited recollection of what law enforcement carries up there 
some appears to be either like a stroke flash a strobe flashlight either that they carry separate from their 
weapon or that might be on some longer weapons up there and i it's just very difficult to tell from this vantage 
point i'm being told they are strobe lights from likely weaponry in order to distract that is being used most 
likely coming from law enforcement right so they are hard right imagine that if you were trying to uh storm the 
the capital through that entryway 
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entryway and law enforcement is shooting back the strobe right it is difficult for you to see um and move 
forward however you see that that group there does not appear to be moved back by it at all but this is the 
kind of difficult situation that's going to have to be deconstructed here in the coming hours with just 59 
minutes until this curfew was set to begin in washington with a larger law enforcement presence now on 
scene and with members of the house and senate clamoring to reconvene even if they don't do it in the 
house and senate chambers yeah and and i do want to be precise in my language because i do believe that i 
have called this a protest which i believe earlier in the day many of these um supporters the president were 
engaged in a in a protest at this point it is being called a mob or an insurrection it is they are inciting violence 
and they have been moved by and it is illegal uh to to be on the the capitol grounds as they are now jeff 


begayes i want to bring in now and jeff can you explain what's happening right now with law enforcement 
slowly but surely they are moving some of the demonstrators back off the capitol building uh they're not 
taking fast action that's for sure but you have uh you have police officers sort of nudging people toward the 
exits if you will uh just in a line of police officers we we saw them just slowly moving people toward the exits 
and the people that they were trying to get out uh off that level of the capitol building they were complying 
and so that that is uh good news perhaps from a law enforcement perspective that things didn't escalate 
there uh but behind me you still see a lot of people just hanging out there you do hear chants of usa 
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chants of usa usa uh and so while some people have cleared out there are still many others gathering here 
on the steps of this uh capitol building uh cheering uh waiting perhaps also for law enforcement's next move 
because as we've noted uh the sun is going down uh it is getting darker out here and we see more that may 
be tear gas there that may be tear gas uh coming from that from the center of the capitol building there 
where you see just beyond the crowds that have gathered there you see this yellow bloom uh it looks like 
smoke but we're being told that it is tear gas okay stand by periodically we're hearing stand by jeff we're 
gonna stay up on that picture stand by let me know what you can hear just want to quickly bring in catherine 
schweicht she's a former fbi agent who specializes now in mass events and catherine how does law 
enforcement get arou a large crowd like this to disperse and what do those images that we're showing now 
tell you about what they're trying to do hello i know it's uh it is a challenge as you can hear even just for jeff 
you can hear that he's breathing in tear gas and that's why his voice is the way he's found the challenge for 
law enforcement as darkness is now approaching because it's sunset right now is they are going to have to 
divide and conquer that's the only way that you can take a large crowd and find a way to disperse it so they 
the building itself they have to secure the building perimeter before they can try to empty the building out and 
once they secure the perimeter of the building then they'll be able to send teams into different areas and 
clear each individual corridor building office and that's when we'll know that the building is secure but there's 
also the basement and all the floors above but for the big crowd outside you know a lot of times what 
happens that we see 
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lot of times what happens that we see in this kind of bob situation terrorist situation and people who are 
inciting riots is they're all about getting to the site but they don't really know how to get away from the site 
once they get there they don't really have a plan and i think that's what we're seeing right now at sunset 
they're in a location with no bathrooms no food it's getting kind of cold it's going to be down to 30. they've 
been out all day and so that will probably take the law enforcing suggestions to disperse catherine we're 
seeing the disbursement efforts going on right now i got to go back to jeff begaye's because we hear the 
sound of a bang and what appears to be either tear gas or something like that jeff yeah we just think you 
know in the last couple of minutes we're just seeing things escalate a bit here we have uh five six or seven or 
so bangs and more smoke but what is remarkable to me is that we don't see uh too many in the crowd 
moving toward the exit they're just sort of camped out there no matter what law enforcement does in terms of 
these flash bangs and and tear gas they're just sort of camped out there all right so things have calmed 
down a little bit i don't know if law enforcement is going to start another round at least you can see the you 
can see the law enforcement right on the arches of those windows um pushing supporters out actually that's 
what it looks like saying get out yeah it looks like an uh effort they're crawling out of other offices yes having 
already penetrated those rooms by breaking the glass and climbing in this is a very narrow balcony on the 
west front so to get these people off of here they're going to have to find a staircase to get them to and you 
can see people now rubbing their eyes and and sort of ducking their heads 
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and and sort of ducking their heads larger numbers than we've seen before coming out of that central 
entryway entryway with two doors and you see people withdrawing it's essentially withdrawing yeah pulling 
back um quite obviously under threat of arrest and other consequences and more and more flash bangs you 
can see the chemical irritant whatever it is we don't know precisely what it is and here comes it you can see 
uh you can see you can hear jeff say definitely and jeff why do you say it's definitely tear gas well just the the 
color of it it's this yellow yes there's this yellow tint to that smoke uh we do have flashbangs mixed in there i 
think i i got that right we do have some former law enforcement with us they're here helping us describe 
some of the flashes and the bangs that we're seeing but clearly this is that point that we thought would come 
where police are stepping up their efforts to clear the capitol building that's what you're seeing right now and 
now you see this it looked like a firecracker but it's not it's obviously a flashback as they try to clear people 
out jeff begaye stand by we're going to continue to monitor this scene i want to bring in michael morell the 
former acting director of the cia and a national security analyst for cbs news and um mike thank you i guess i 
need to ask you first about since you are have been at the cia how our adversaries may be using looking 
watching at these images i'm nora it's good to talk to you um it's a terrible terrible day um you know i think 
there's there's two things happening overseas um one is what's going through the mind of our adversaries 
you know the chinese and the russians and others and i think they see this as a 


02:44:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=9840s 





and i think they see this as a significant opportunity right they'll use it in two ways one is they will they will 
show this to their own people and they will say this is what democracy brings so you should actually be 
happy that we don't live in a democracy and secondly they'll share it with the rest of the world with the talking 
points that this is what the united states is trying to bring the rest of the world when it talks about spreading 
democracy um so that's an effort to try to reduce our influence so that's what our adversaries are doing nora 
what our friends are doing is wondering what is happening um i got i received a text earlier today from a 
foreign ambassador to the united states who is back in his capital and he said he was sitting with his leader 
trying to explain what was happening here and he was at a loss for words he couldn't do it so i think there's 
there's there's effects here on both our our adversaries and on our allies and partners do you believe this 
effort may have been aided by our adversaries i i don't think so nora i think this was um you know made and 
created um here in the united states you know we do know that uh the russians did not play significantly in 
the 2020 election nowhere near as much as they did in 2016. so now i'm afraid we we own this one um 
ourselves michael it's ed o'keefe good to talk to you although under these weird circumstances i'm curious 
you served two presidents and would have been involved in all sorts of hypothetical exercises tabletop 
exercises they call them was there ever anything like this gamed out or prepared for 
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gamed out or prepared for no ed that's a really good question and of all the scenarios um where we talked 
about risks to the united states and risk to our democracy and risk to our country you know this was never on 
the list you know we we never anticipated um anything anything like this um so no simply not not thought 
about and how does this concern you regarding all the other potential vulnerabilities that the country faces 
right now as we near january 20th we know there's been concern about for example potential response from 
iran after the killing of general sulaimani a year ago uh possibly some other kind of event or incident there's 
the ongoing cyber security breach by russia that national intelligence agencies have said was caused by 
them is there any reason to believe that you know and then there's the pandemic i mean is there any other 
concern that now some other foreign adversary could try to take full advantage of this and cause even more 
harm yeah a great question ed i don't think so um the iranians for example um they are keeping their head 
down right they are trying to to get to abide in administration without any trouble between them and the 
united states right they want they want a nuclear deal again with the united states so i think they're trying to 
avoid conflict so i don't think we're going to see anybody try to take advantage of this in the short term in 
terms of in terms of how i would rank the risks you know this what's happening today in our own country is at 


the top of the list right if if we can't have a healthy democracy if we can't have a strong democracy then um 
pretty much nothing else is possible right uh good policies not possible good foreign policies not possible 
good national security policies not possible um you know your strength as a nation your 
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you know your strength as a nation your your national security starts with a strong political system and we 
are seeing today that that is that is challenged significantly here in the united states no doubt challenged and 
at the same time michael you would acknowledge that under threat from foreign governments multiple 
foreign adversaries we did have what was a safe and secure presidential election by all accounts except by 
the president who continues to argue that it was rigged i have a question for you as someone who you know 
spent a career at the cia about the power of words and at the power of messaging because leader mccarthy 
the the top republican leader in the house said to us he almost sounded desperate that he called the 
president and said he needed to come out and speak for the american people when the president did 
address in a taped recording not live he once again said that the election had been fraudulent and then he 
said essentially to what we may now call a mob they're no longer protesters he said at the end i love you 
right and i just i just wonder your take on that about denouncing because he had also told them to come and 
be wild and i hope that's not too philosophical of a question but the power of words so um it's a great 
question norah you know in my experience you know i've worked at the agency for 33 years and there were 
dozens and dozens of these kinds of situations that i watched in other countries where where mobs of 
people rose up to try to turn over a legitimately um decided election right they wanted to overturn the order i 
saw it over and over and over and over again and the the one of the necessary conditions for that to happen 
is for a powerful figure 
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figure to be saying things that motivate those those people who are who are rioting right who are trying to 
overturn that order it takes somebody to motivate them and that's what we have seen with the president 
michael if i could this major garrett understanding that you were not participants in any kind of tabletop 
exercise to game out a scenario like this but it is nevertheless happening it is unfolding before our very eyes 
you have sat at tables where enormously important and consequential strategies and decisions were made 
honestly what do you believe are the operational options for the capitol police the national guard and those 
who are trying to clear the capital and what do you think the next two or three hours ought to look like and 
what do you fear they might look like yeah that's that's a tough question major um you know i do think that 
they need to be dispersed they need to be separated right in my experience watching these things overseas 
as long as groups of people stay together they stay strong right they stay resolute it's when they break into 
into very small groups and break into single individuals that they lose that power and they lose that 
determination so i think breaking them up um is of extreme importance and keeping them from forming 
someplace else as a group has to be a top priority and final question michael all of this against the backdrop 
of that extraordinary joint statement in an op-ed by the 10 former secretaries of defense an effort that was 
encouraged by former defense secretary and vice president dick cheney that the military would not get 
involved i'm sure you have some insight as do i based on my own reporting but it was as if they 
foreshadowed this type 
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it was as if they foreshadowed this type of situation the concern that this type of insurrection may occur and 
to make clear to lawmakers to the president and also to the pentagon that the military would not be engaged 
what's your sense so when i first saw what was happening at the capitol today the first thought i had was 
these protesters these rioters right this mob they wanted to create violence in the hope that the president 
would invoke the insurrection act right and ask the united states military to come out onto the streets and i 
think that's what those former secretary of defenses were worried about is the invoking of that insurrection 
act and you know my understanding based on the people i talk to is that the acting secretary of defense is a 


person who could not be counted on to do the right thing in that moment but the chairman of the joint chiefs 
general milley was somebody who could be counted on to do the right thing agreed and it was said to me 
though however that while all of them trusted chairman millie that under secretary esper when the president 
had previously tried to use active duty troops he was able to slow roll that effort but that in your words as well 
michael with this acting secretary that would be much more difficult and then in some ways it's the civilian 
leadership that ultimately makes the decision about deploying active duty troops and as you pointed out they 
were all trying to uh prevent what would really be a worst case scenario michael we're always so glad to 
have you thank you so very much you're let everyone know uh it is now 5 18 here in the nation's capital and 
the sun has set and the protesters 
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and the sun has set and the protesters remain more than four hours we've been live on the air covering what 
is now a mob on capitol hill that has forced a lockdown the house and senate to go out of session after a joint 
session was uh moving forward with the counting of the electoral votes which was the final step to um in the 
process of naming president-elect joe biden as the president united states we don't use the word certify 
because the states certify the votes and it's already been certified so we're very clear and precise in our 
language here by saying that congress doesn't certify it has a very ceremonial role historically it just counts it 
and the vice president uh played the role of presider not decider and as some have suggested was almost 
like the person at the oscars who just reads the results as a result of this mob descending on the capitol after 
being incited by the president of the united states his son and rudy giuliani this has led to this extraordinarily 
uh uh uh historic and uh historic it sounds like a positive word but i don't mean that because we've just never 
witnessed anything like this in our life where these supporters of the president have felt emboldened enough 
to carry this out and place the lives of our d.c capitol police and law enforcement in danger to place the lives 
of lawmakers in danger to place the lives of public servants who engage in the daily act of legislating in 
danger we are told by senator tammy duckworth that a number of the senators are all together in a safe and 
secure location that a smart and quick acting staffer grabbed these beautiful wooden boxes that contained 
the electoral votes and brought them safely and security securely to this is them look at this piece of history 
they're all in there essentially with the senators 
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there essentially with the senators they're secure the electoral votes are secure the outcome of this 
presidential election will not be changed the vice president who is implored by president donald trump to in 
his words be courageous and change it said i'm not going to do that the senate majority leader mitch 
mcconnell who has carried out the will of this president in almost every way today said we're not going down 
the death spiral of changing what is a duly elected president united states there was not the widespread type 
of fraud uh that would change the results of this election it was an extraordinary rebuke by republican leader 
mitch mcconnell not only at the present united states but of some of his own senate colleagues including ted 
cruz including senator hawley and others who said let's go ahead and challenge this and had those senators 
those 13 senators and more than 100 house members not done this and and challenged and objected to the 
count of these electoral votes this would have been the ceremonial usually 20-minute process and all would 
be said and done and yet at this hour we have what some would call an embarrassing scene for american 
democracy with president-elect joe biden has said is an attack on the citadel of democracy an attack on the 
institution of democracy and yet our law enforcement now doing their very best job with bull horns and tear 
gas to disperse this crowd because as senator duckworth told us her and her colleagues and some of the 
senators i know that that ed o'keefe has spoken with amongst his sources they want to continue tonight they 
do yeah tell us why you're here there are several members of the house are back in their offices across the 
street from the capitol members of the senate are all together and are waiting to sort of figure out where and 
when and how exactly they might reconvene the official word so far is that they don't want to allow them back 
into the house and senate chambers until some kind of a major security sweep can occur 
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major security sweep can occur not only inside the building but that they know that outside the crowd has 
been controlled and we therefore await some sense of when exactly they can do this course major there's 
nothing saying they have to do this in the house and senate chambers they could decide and we heard from 
senator duckworth earlier that they might opt to hold this meeting and some other kind of a conference room 
there are very large spaces in the capital visitors center where they could potentially do this and there are 
other large committee rooms as well ed let me interrupt you for just a second we have representative mike 
gallagher on the phone congressman can you hear me please i'll be loud and clear this major garrett i'd like 
you to tell me what you think of today what you believe will be happening in the next two hours and do you 
believe the house will reconvene to get back to business in chambers or in the ways and means committee 
room later on this evening i mean this was absolute insanity i mean this was banana republic territory and 
um it's unacceptable and it's it you know i i think i've i've opposed the objection from the start on 
constitutional grounds but i think the fundamental problem that no one wanted to say out loud is that the 
objectors thought that they could have a debate you know raise awareness to voter you know fraud issues or 
voting irregularities but because they wouldn't actually achieve their objective they all knew that they had no 
chance of actually overturning the election but they could have it both ways but the problem is they gave a lot 
of people false hope and they got a lot of people fired up and now we're seeing the consequences of that 
play out and this is just absolutely unacceptable the president needs to to call it off these people need to 
stand down i mean this is this is america this is the united states capitol and we're sitting here with our our 
walls barricaded our doors barricaded someone was shot at the u.s capitol the closest thing that i can think 
of that this reminds me of the time i spent in iraq in 2007 and 2008 is insurrection too strong a word 
congressman i you know the problem is it's like everyone's in a rush to label everyone else a traitor i what 
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label everyone else a traitor i what i just want this to stop and we have to support the peaceful transition of 
power i mean that that's it we have to accept the fact that the election's over and the more we traffic in the 
idea that somehow congress is going to overturn the results of the election the more we incite dangerous 
things like this and that's just unacceptable so it's over i wish republicans have won it sucks i get it but you 
know there are consequences to going down this road congressman gallagher it said o'keefe of cbs news 
thank you again for joining us as you said you're not one of those objecting to the results of the electoral 
college you were among the republicans who reluctantly accept these results and want to move on i know 
you you made a fair point about not describing titles and blame and whatnot but it does seem like your party 
especially and your house conference most of all is going to have to have a serious conversation with itself 
about what it has allowed to occur today and i just wonder whether you think that conversation will happen 
could happen and what might transpire well the conversation is going to have to happen in the next few 
hours and the objectors are going to have to ask themselves whether they seriously want to persist in their 
objections after what they've seen today and again knowing that what they're doing has no chance of being 
successful that it is all a stunt i mean that's a that's a pretty cynical ploy right there so at a minimum when we 
get back together at a conference i think we all have to say we're not going to persist in the objection we 
support the peaceful transfer of power and we're done perpetuating this fiction that somehow congress has 
the authority to overturn the results of the state congressman to what degree have you been communicated 
with by leadership about what will happen tonight will you reconvene i've been told that it's possible that the 
house may reconvene not in the chamber itself but in the 
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not in the chamber itself but in the ways and means committee room uh if that message came down i missed 
it i haven't gotten that uh so you know i've heard nothing from formally from from leadership right now and i 
would imagine they're trying to figure it out and all the focus right now is just on making sure this thing 
doesn't escalate any further uh making sure that the you know now violent protesters disband abide by the 
curfew but i have not heard anything about when we're going to reconvene do you believe it's necessary for 
congress to send a message that he get back to business as soon as possible yes 100 i think it's necessary 
for congress to send the message that we support the peaceful transition of power and that we as the federal 


government don't have the right to overturn the will of the states and by extension the american people uh 
that is sort of schoolhouse rock constitution 101. congressman mike gallagher we thank you so very much 
for joining us uh chip reid i believe is uh near capitol hill and has uh some new information to share with us 
chip yeah i'm just on constitution avenue just out off uh outside the senate two things here number one there 
were about a group of about 20 uh media uh with cameras at the senate swamp site uh which you are 
certainly well familiar with just uh out at the bottom of the senate steps and out of nowhere we were suddenly 
surrounded by about 40 or 50 protesters who started chanting things that i can't repeat about the media on tv 
they started throwing bottles they started pushing people they picked up the metal fences that we were 
surrounded surrounded by and throwing them at us and we for our own safety evacuated the area but we did 
stay long enough to get some pretty good video of them smashing the equipment cameras sound equipment 
everything they could get their hands on uh they just completely took over that uh that's that 


03:04:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=1 1040s 





completely took over that uh that's that spot uh as they shouted usa usa and and god bless america now i'm 
just across the street at the russell senate office building and i just saw a column of i would estimate between 
120 and 150 police officers and by the way the capital grounds is now completely surrounded by police and 
their helicopters above and i saw this column of 120 150 police officers walking three abreast all of them in 
helmets and flak jackets walking down constitution avenue and turned in the direction of the capitol grounds 
you know there is a six o'clock curfew in washington they may be timing some kind of move this might 
suggest that uh to start clearing the capital grounds of these protesters uh in time for that or sometime in the 
vicinity of that six o'clock curfew chip i must ask you were you injured at all in this fracas were any of our 
colleagues injured and where were the police where where were the police did you have any sense there 
were no police around us we were on our own in fact i remember one of the one of the protesters standing 
next to me uh said um the police don't care about you guys they're only protecting the senators you're on 
your own buddy and uh so we we hightailed it out of there they were absolutely ferociously angry at the 
media i must say uh picking out some of the media enterprises by name and uh it was it was a scary moment 
i've got to say you know i had a flak jacket and a helmet with me uh the last time i wore a flak jacket and a 
helmet uh well a whole series of times was when i spent a lot of time in iraq and afghanistan and it is so 
disturbing to have to wear a helmet and a flak jacket on the grounds of the united states capital heartbreak to 
hear you say that chip i know as someone who's worked on capitol hill from for many years it's sad to see 
this happening at this 
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it's sad to see this happening at this hour to have to be wearing a flak jacket and a helmet not only anywhere 
in the united states of america but on the united in our near united states capital and that's what's happening 
at this hour you have law enforcement descending on the u.s capitol to try and disperse this crowd from the 
capital it is nightfall now here in washington d.c the mayor of the district of columbia mayor muriel bowser 
has ordered a city-wide 6 p.m curfew it's my understanding that it has been communicated to protesters that 
that curfew will be enforced enforced by arrest it appears they have already used tear gas and other 
materials i want to bring in jeff piguets who is right there on the scene and jeff has that messaging had any 
effect slowly but surely i think it is having an effect out here nora we see a line of police officers in the 
rotunda here pushing the crowd of protesters back and in fact if you look here to my left you will see that 
more of the protesters are streaming from this area which suggests that police are being more successful in 
their efforts to to clear this capital area now that the sun has gone down a nightfall has come and that curfew 
that you mentioned is fast approaching so their efforts are paying off a little bit more we see that there are 
stragglers there waving their american flag sometimes chanting a usa usa but certainly law enforcement as 
you noted has uh 
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noted has uh picked up the pace in terms of getting getting this area cleared jeff begays who is right there 
just off the west front of the capitol where two weeks from now will be covering the inauguration of president- 
elect joe biden which is what today was supposed to be about really a ceremonial effort in a joint session of 
congress to count the electoral votes and then tens of thousands of trump supporters coming from the white 
house and cited by the president of the united states and encouraged to incite violence and that's exactly 
what they carried out there has been violence on capitol hill a woman shot transported to the hospital in 
critical condition um an additional other we're not clear who they are one person who was trying to climb the 
walls also fell and fractured some bones transported a number of injuries reported by the dtc metro police 
who are now on the scenes aided by members of the national guard we've seen members of the fbi elite unit 
inside the capitol what they're trying to do is we're seeing outside the capital we don't have cameras inside 
what they're also trying to do is essentially clear step by step inside the capitol room by room corridor by 
corridor in every office building as well and every office building because as senator tammy duckworth and 
other lawmakers we've spoken with today told us they want to keep going and i just heard from another 
senator who says they still don't know when where or how they might reconvene tonight but they certainly 
want to stay and i think do we have that shot of the west front of the capital again with the expansive look at 
the lawn that and that right there you can see is this is pennsylvania avenue right but you know it's hard to 
tell control room do we have a sense of where exactly that is um either way what what we were conveying 
with images a little while ago is that 
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with images a little while ago is that while this is an intense crowd it is not a large crowd at this point it has 
begun to thin it appears and with the exception of what chip reed just reported to us a full-on assault of 
members of the media on the east front near the swamp site that's an area just at the foot of the senate 
stairs on the east front of the capitol that area is largely empty it appears by all the video shots that we've 
seen the live footage so it appears what remains of the crowd has concentrated to the degree it has on the 
west front and i would just point out that for those who were chanting god bless america and usa usa that is 
utterly incompatible with assaulting members of the media your first amendment right to assembly is 
guaranteed in the constitution so is the free press and they are not at odds they're only at odds when you act 
like criminals as those people who tried to attack chip reid or other colleagues and destroy their equipment 
did just moments ago it's an excellent point and the um the freedom of the press and the freedom to 
assemble and others was enshrined in the first amendment not the 11th amendment the first amendment for 
a very reason which was to as the framers talked about to hold public powerful officials accountable as 
madison talked about i'm showing you now live pictures come on guys go home you hear the metro police 
trying as peacefully as possible let's listen into this we got a small criminal class that's run in this country y'all 
don't come in now with us 
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supporters of the president but supporters of jesus gathered as well concerned about and protesting which is 
a right but this has gone beyond protesting as has now placed the lives of law enforcement and others in 
danger as well as the destruction to our federal property and disrupted the the work of lawmakers and 
diligent public servants and you heard nora the audience heard one of the protesters as he walked away said 
there's a small criminal class that runs this country that is an embedded grievance that donald trump did not 
invent let us be honest but as a candidate and as president he has pointed to and suggested is real and is 
given a sense to these people who held that grievance that it's real and he's the only alternative to it listen 
just a minute and we should we should tip our hats to the dc police and frankly we've put up with a lot of this 
over the past year whether it's pro or anti-trump supporters the black lives matter protests that were held this 
is a police force that has been worn pretty thin and worked pretty hard dealing with situations like this across 
the nation's capital we should update we now have uh definitive information on that we're being told there are 
1100 dc national guard that have been mobilized 200 virginia state troopers and an unknown number of 
virginia national guard that have all been sent to d.c at the mayor's request 500 maryland national guard and 
state troopers montgomery county police have sent 53 members of their special events 
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members of their special events response team on all hands on deck look at this picture as the capitol is lit 
up bright tonight to give law enforcement a clear picture and to remove those and the reason as alan here 
capitol hill reporter who just spoke with senator manchin he said to senator manchin what's the plan for 
tonight and senator manchin told allen he we plan as soon as they get everything cleared but we're going to 
go back and do our business and allen said in the capitol tonight and senator manchin said we sure hope so 
so we'll say whatever it takes these thugs are not running us off that from the senator from west virginia as 
we discussed many hours ago there would be an institutional imperative to send a signal the capital is lit up 
not just to aid law enforcement in the removal of these insurrectionists and mob violence committers but also 
to look the way it does to be a shining light symbolically and quite genuinely on capitol hill it is the place that 
when you're in washington you see from a great distance it is inspiring it's always been inspiring to me i 
consider the most beautiful building in america i really do i love to be inside that building our whole story of 
america is there in both in art and in architectural representation and it's lit up for two reasons to help law 
enforcement but also to be a symbol to the country it will endure and those lawmakers want to get back to 
that enduring part of it getting back to the work and not being intimidated not being scared away by an angry 
violent and criminal mob though be it small it is i agree the most beautiful building in washington atop it sits 
lady liberty a woman the highest point in washington a statue built by slaves and now today we learned that 
the first black senator from the south will represent 
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from the south will represent the south and the true changing of america georgia yes from georgia yes it's 
funny while we sit here it seems so insignificant but when the day began it was quite significant that the 
democrats won both those seats in georgia there is now democratic have we actually announced that we've 
called it we have i know we have it on the air no but can we can we do that we i you know major i actually did 
ask a little while ago it was thought that we should stay in the moment here but but and i hope because yes 
we missed that the boards yes um that moment about just what happened because this is just what we're 
witnessing live we should stay but it is that has eclipsed in some ways what is a significant shift of power and 
that's why there was over half a billion dollars spent on those two senate races because it controls the future 
of this country legislatively i mean it's the most very extremely uh powerful which is why congress there was 
talk that uh excuse me that wall street that that the markets would tank as a result if democrats took control 
they did not um but we are reporting at this hour and had just a few hours ago that the democratic candidate 
for the senate john ossoff who is a 33 year old documentary filmmaker has defeated the incumbent senator 
david perdue in what has been uh now is that about 30 000 votes there we had earlier called in the middle of 
the night but for the other democrat running in that race reverend warnock who is the pastor at ebenezer 
baptist church where martin luther king once presided and he defeated the um not the acting senator but the 
um she replaced johnny kelly filling out the unexpired term of johnny she was never an elected senator she 
was just filling out an expired term of kelly leflar and running for the opportunity to do that and was defeated 
now cbs news projects that democrats hold 50 seats in the united states senate as do republicans and with 
the vice president elect a democrat she would cast the tie-breaking vote which would give them 
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tie-breaking vote which would give them the majority we want to return now to capitol hill and see exactly 
what's happening there because you see law enforcement trying to disperse protesters we are now just 18 
minutes away from six o'clock that is the curfew that has been enacted by the mayor of the district of 
columbia which she has made clear will be enforced by arrests my guess is the jails may be full tonight given 
the number of protesters still out there and chris van cleeve has been in the crowds chris tell us what you're 
saying about the efforts to disperse these protesters you can see it's a much different scene than when we 
last spoke to you a lot fewer people here uh the capitol police have deployed a series of flash bangs some 
smoke uh some people were complaining about pepper spray or tear gas as well uh that has certainly helped 
uh thin the numbers of people that are that are out front of the capitol here there's still a number of people 


right up along the capitol base there that are continuing to protest but uh you know for all the talk about what 
what happened inside the capitol today a lot of the people that gathered out here did so peacefully they were 
here to protest here to be heard and many of the folks were just as surprised to hear about what transpired 
inside the capitol as everyone watching at home we have seen not only montgomery county police but a 
large number of fairfax county virginia police come into the capital area here as they've been moving forces 
into the area not only from d.c but maryland virginia and if you talk about that curfew that is coming up here 
in a few minutes it's been quite some time since uh where we are where we have seen any police officers uh 
at least moving uh in this area i can see some flashing lights in the distance most notable difference at this 
point 
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most notable difference at this point certainly the temperature has come down what is happening outside the 
capitol is is a appears to be a peaceful protest as people are filing out un where they go from here is an open 
question dc has a curfew that will go into effect at six o'clock uh certainly people are being encouraged to go 
home or go back to their hotels uh but that uh that remains a bit of an open question where the the crowd 
from here is going all right and chris van cleave as you know as virginia has been involved in as well 
governor northam at the request of alexandria virginia which is just right across the river where probably 
some protesters should be staying i shouldn't say protesters part of this mob group now we're calling them 
are staying they're also imposing a 6 pm curfew there as well and a state of emergency in virginia so that 
they can continue to respond and help in the nation's capital and the use of the bull horns to notify them is to 
give basically the district and all the police there the legal authority to say we warned you we warned you 
repeatedly if you stay here you will be arrested and this will not be a contestable municipal misdemeanor 
situation you will be arrested because we are warning you if you stay here you will be arrested if you 
disperse you will not be and that's a means kind of the earliest most gentle way to try to create crowd 
dispersal warn them report them repeatedly give them fair notice and then see if they withdraw and as they 
withdraw you begin to create a calmer situation we are beginning to see that begin to materialize which i 
don't want to get ahead of this might be a positive sign we've got some breaking news right now let's go to 
nancy cordes on capitol hill nancy what are you hearing nora congresswoman debbie dingle who is a 
democrat from michigan and a close ally of speaker pelosi has just tweeted that they have been told that the 
capitol is now secure 
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capitol is now secure the inside at least and that they should now get back to fulfilling their duty of certifying 
the 2020 election if that is true if the entire capital complex is now secure that is pretty remarkable because 
there are an endless number of corridors and offices and nooks and crannies and hideaways that would 
need to be checked to ensure that there is no one left inside this complex who doesn't belong here i mean 
we have been seeing images all day long of protesters or mob members whatever you want to call them 
toting out podiums we saw one guy with his feet propped up on nancy pelosi's desk you know so people 
clearly fanned out across the capitol complex but debbie dingle is a is a reliable individual who i know you 
know well as well and there i can tell you from talking to lawmakers on both sides of the aisle they really do 
want to get back to work tonight to finish ratifying these electoral college results both because they know that 
this is a job that needs to be completed and because they want to show that congress is not going to be 
intimidated cowed delayed from doing important work by an unruly mob like this so there is a lot of work 
going on behind the scenes right now to figure out exactly where and when they would be able to resume 
safely but for hours now various lawmakers their aides have just sort of been gathering in their offices 
essentially waiting for more word about what is going to happen next the one person we haven't heard from 
at all is senate leader mitch mcconnell he has not released a statement he hasn't come out anywhere and 
spoken on camera since his speech on the senate floor earlier this afternoon and of course we're all waiting 
to hear what he has to say and what house speaker nancy pelosi has to say 
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speaker nancy pelosi has to say about what's going to happen next we're just now hearing some kind of 
announcement over the loudspeaker here in one of the senate office buildings it's a little bit hard to make out 
what it is they're saying they may be warning individuals about this impending curfew but this is the first time 
we've heard a message like this inside the office building today you're in the russell senate office building 
nancy which is uh to the just to the north of the capitol um hey one question you mentioned we hadn't heard 
from leader mcconnell have we do we know the whereabouts of speaker pelosi and do we have any sense 
that house and senate leaders have spoken today about what to do we have not gotten any information from 
their aides about where exactly they are where they were taken initially and where they are now they've 
given us absolutely no information in fact i haven't even heard back from leader mcconnell's aides when i 
have texted them repeatedly to find out what's going on i've talked to many other aides and lawmakers but 
not mcconnell's office itself i think that there's no question that he is he's pretty busy right now he's both 
trying to figure out whether and how they can resurrect this ratification process safely but also remember 
he's got to deal with an insurrection within his own party these 13 14 15 republican senators who at least 
earlier today wanted to challenge the electoral college results what are they going to do now have they had a 
change of heart um are they at least paring back the number of states that they want to challenge and so 
these are the kinds of things that he needs to really get a feel for before he can decide what his next move is 
we are reaching an important thank you nancy cordes we are reaching an important moment we are now just 
10 minutes away from the d.c curfew at 6 00 pm which is to be enforced by arrest you can see the police 
these pictures now pushing back this mob telling them to go home chris van cleave 
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telling them to go home chris van cleave is right there chris well norm the group of people we were talking 
about up at the base of the capitol you can see here the police has to be pan over you can see the police 
here with their riot shields and their helmets have pushed the crowd back to the street now completely 
clearing the west lawn of the capitol these demonstrators these protesters are not happy about it they have 
been hurling a lot of obscenities at the police as they've been pushed back they feel they have the right to be 
on the capitol grounds they see it as public property and that they should be able to be there the police and 
these look like fairfax county virginia police uniforms have moved the people back trying to get people to go 
home of course we're just minutes away from d.c enforcing a curfew uh doesn't sound like all of these folks 
realize that there's a curfew that's been put into effect either so but you can hear the yelling that's being 
directed at the police here and this is nora you know i was saying just minutes ago we we hadn't seen police 
in quite some time it's clear they were amassing to move people out and now we see an awful lot of police 
officers and these folks are in gas masks they're in helmets they've got body armor on and shields this is a 
very clear message for folks to disperse nora yeah and if people want to compare these images to uh foreign 
countries remember that in a foreign country most of those protesters or that mob would have been shot 
dead by now that's the difference with the american with america the united states of america that the law 
enforcement uh in this instance is trying to peacefully de-escalate de-escalate and push them back now 
there are exceptions to that as we know and different people are treated differently by the police that has 
been witnessed this year and we've covered those stories but at this moment you see what is a job by law 
enforcement from all around what we call the dmv which is dc maryland virginia effort trying to secure the 
united states capital so that they can continue 
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capital so that they can continue uh with the work of the day is chris are you still there it's ed yes laura i'm 
here oh it's it's ed chris um i i'm curious who are these people out on the streets and are they predominantly 
out of towners are they men are they women are they young did they come from different parts of the country 
do we have any sense of that uh yeah you know most of the people we talked to today uh were folks that 
were from out of town uh one man as far away as montana another came in from los angeles one from west 
virginia in fact one of the people that was walking away from here a minute a few minutes ago was asking 
where is the town hall if they've got a curfew i want to protest at the town hall so you know and also nothing 
far from it it's a heavily heavily right they're not far d.c is a heavily democratic uh community the people that 


live in washington d.c uh were not uh by and large trump supporters so it doesn't surprise me that you saw 
people coming from outside of the area we know that flights into d.c last night where were very full and that 
they had a lot of trump supporters on them uh based on videos and things are posted to social media so this 
is a lot of out of towners uh we saw everything from um some very very old to people that had brought their 
children out here uh and sort of everywhere in between uh looks like you know a lot of this it looks like largely 
a white a white male crowd yeah it was a predominantly white crowd we there was a mix of men and women 
but uh but predominantly white men i think that's a fair thing to say about the crowd today um you know the 
folks that we talked to which would make the point that they are they said look we're the we're the good 
midwestern folks who feel like we haven't been heard uh and and uh you know they're hoping their message 
was heard today and uh they wanted one of them i was talking to a woman actually right right about here 
right before the police got here um and she was questioning who the bad actors were that actually went into 
the capital who that mob was uh because she said that doesn't sound 
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uh because she said that doesn't sound like trump supporters and she was shaking her head at it too we are 
now just five minutes away from a curfew in our nation's capital following a day in which a mob has stormed 
our nation's capital and inflamed all by angry trump speech earlier in the day and his supporters we heard 
from the president-elect joe biden who called on trump to demand an end to this siege president trump in a 
videotaped message then said to the crowd go home and we love you and once again repeating the 
falsehood there had been a fraudulent election a number of senators and lawmakers still on capitol hill earlier 
we had heard that they were evacuated but to be clear we've heard they're still there they're actually for the 
most part our understanding is that they're on capitol hill that they plan to act tonight to carry out what was 
the business earlier in the day and now you can see what an extraordinary picture right there law 
enforcement in front of a lit up u.s capitol right and to chris's point from a moment ago there might be those 
who will be disbelieving that this was trump supporters who stormed the capitol it can be unambiguously 
stated that it was they draped trump flags on the capitol adorning it as if they were taking it over by some 
manner of force it strikes me now that we ought to pause for a second and remember what the president 
said at his acceptance speech of the republican nomination standing in front of the white house back in 
august he said that republicans were the party of law and order that democrats if elected to the president and 
other seats in congress would unleash lawlessness in our country and they would inflict mob violence on 
monuments on sacred parts of the american community and in our streets just take that in for a second 
remember 
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just take that in for a second remember those words from the president he said them he said those were the 
stakes at least in part of this presidential election that democrats would unleash mobs that would attack our 
most sacred values institutions and streets of our country he didn't say it once he said it more than once one 
other point i think you were beginning to allude to it all of us have covered at one dimension or another the 
new quest for social justice in this country in the sense that sometimes the application of police force is 
disproportionate and affects people of color differently people that i've gotten to know in that community have 
texted me today saying to me major if this group this assemblage was all people of color and doing exactly 
the same thing they would have been treated manifestly differently and it would have been much uglier yeah 
i think that's something that we should put on the table at least take note of absolutely and in other corners of 
social media because a lot of this was ginned up on social media but on other corners of social media today 
where these people don't go there are a lot of people saying that that if this even had a hint of diversity to it it 
would have been handled different because overwhelmingly we've seen it with our own eyes all day folks this 
is a predominantly white crowd and there are people across the country who are observing this and thinking 
it might have gone a little different true or not it's an emotion that i think based on what you've seen what's 
been texted to me has to be regarded as real and part of this fabric that is strained and stressed in this 
country the police chief of washington dc says that these pro-trump mob has deployed chemical irritants on 
police they did earlier in the day in order to break into the united states capitol they had declared the scene a 


riot after one person a woman was shot inside the capitol a short time ago he said that 13 arrests have been 
made all people from outside the area and the mayor of the district of columbia muriel bowser has said the 
behavior of those on the capitol hill 
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behavior of those on the capitol hill was shameful unpatriotic and above all unlawful and that this behavior 
will not be tolerated and there you hear law enforcement now essentially clearing the west front and east 
front of the capitol lawmakers on capitol hill have been told that the capital is now secure the curfew now just 
two minutes away in the district of columbia and as you can see the heavy police and ambulance presence 
on capitol hill we can expect now and i'm curious what's happening inside the control center that is directing 
all of this law enforcement about how strict they will be in terms of arrests this crowd will now disperse into 
the district which has banned indoor dining you cannot go inside a bar and have a cocktail uh that's just not 
permitted because the first time now we're gonna mention this there is a pandemic raging across america dc 
has not been one of the worst places because it has enforced a very strict mass mandate policy and of 
course has not allowed is now under a policy of no indoor dining in manchester it was very limited even when 
it extended that right a little news from congressional leadership a lot of the clamoring to reconvene has 
come from rank and file members throughout the day but not the leaders who set the agenda senator 
mcconnell a republican leader is encouraging fellow senators that they will resume tonight at some point in 
order to project strength after what went on today and um congressman jim clyburn the house majority whip 
the lead vote counter for house democrats says that they will resume tonight continue the business of he 
uses the incorrect word certifying the electoral college votes but a signal 
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the electoral college votes but a signal from house leaders that run the floor that they will reconvene you 
know and i'm just i'm i'm gobsmacked now reading the statement by former president george w bush who 
has just put out a statement saying this is how election results are disputed in a banana republic not our 
democratic republic i am appalled by the reckless behavior of some political leaders since the election and 
by the lack of respect shown today for our institutions appalled by the reckless behavior of some political 
leaders that is a rebuke of senator ted cruz that's a rebuke of senator hawley am i incorrect in reading it that 
way i i just think that um and if i remember the current office holder it should also be noted that president 
george former president george w bush yesterday put out a statement that he would be attending the 
inauguration of president-elect joe biden a signal that he believes a peaceful transition of power should occur 
he does not put any weight into these baseless charges of either election fraud or rigging and in his words 
witnessing the peaceful transfer of power in america never grows old right and then later in that statement he 
says to those who are disappointed in the results of the election are countries more important than the 
politics of the moment let the officials elected by the people fulfill their duties and represent our voices and 
peace and safety may god continue to bless the united states of america and that statement from the former 
president echoes something that mike gallagher told us just a little while ago that it was his opinion 
republican member of the house that some of his colleagues thought that they were just playing with small 
kindling that this really wouldn't go anywhere and that they were just associating themselves with a sense of 
anger in the country and mistrust of the election but that they were essentially using procedural blanks that it 
wasn't live ammo and his point is actually it was and you should have known better 
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it was and you should have known better and not only were you in cautious but you are partially to blame for 
that which we have seen play out in the united states capital quite obviously a set of circumstances none of 
us in our wildest and darkest imaginings could have imagined one of the um one of the scenes that we saw 
today was not only members of the house but members of the senate on their knees with gas masks on with 
bags over their heads as they watched capitol police guns drawn trying to push back protesters on the phone 
is congressman congresswoman susan wilde she is a democrat from pennsylvania and congresswoman um 


tell us what today was like for you it was a very emotional and difficult day still is it's possibly the most 
frightening thing that i've ever gone through in my lifetime and it was a day that will will last in our memories 
for a very long time and i'm deeply afraid for what it means for the future of our democracy what did you 
witness i was seated in the house gallery while the arizona objectors were being heard as a member of the 
pennsylvania delegation we were scheduled to have our objections and responses heard next i was planning 
to speak during that so i was just up in the gallery readings we were all on pretty high alert because we were 
aware of the protests outside and things started to get very very ramped up at one point there was 
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ramped up at one point there was commotion out the hallway outside of the gallery and the capitol police 
came in and started locking us in barricading the doors obviously that was a very frightening intense situation 
the speaker of the house and a few others in leadership were removed from the house or somebody came i 
think somebody from the sergeant-at-arms team over the microphone and told people to look under their 
chairs for gas masks that were engaged under there which we did um and then one we were told to sit and 
be quiet for a long time i don't have any concept of how long and then suddenly we were told to evacuate 
and because of where i was in the gallery we could only evacuate through one door which was clear on the 
other side of the house floor um and so i and about 15 or 20 other members were among the last and then 
all of a sudden they wouldn't let us evacuate anymore they they barricaded the doors and said there was 
there were intruders again in the hallway and the next thing i knew was the there was glass breaking and 
shots being fired and we were told to get down and then i don't know how long that lasted i honestly don't 
remember and then at some point they were able to secure the call away again and we were able to 
evacuate where did you stay securely after all of this happened well i'm still where we were taken but we're 
not at liberty to disclose where we are there's about four three to four hundred of us in one location and 
where we've been here ever since we were evacuated and all of you are packed in there together yes are 
you concerned about coronavirus very much so it's it's what i would call a cova super spreader are not 
wearing masks even though 
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are not wearing masks even though they've been offered surgical masks they've refused to wear them who 
are these people people from the other side from the republican delegation not all of them by any means i 
don't mean to suggest that they all have but some of the newer members from this that are freshmen this 
year um uh are openly flaunting that they will not wear a mask and refusing to put a mask on and just as a 
reminder congresswoman are all members of congress required to be tested we're not required to be tested 
but testing is readily available every day that congress isn't most of us take advantage of that at least when 
we first get to dc and before we go back to our respective districts so you predict a number of lawmakers 
may contract criminal virus after i'm not going to predict anything but you know it's currently exactly this kind 
of situation that we've been told by the medical doctors not with ian you know close proximity especially with 
people that aren't wearing masks i mean we weren't even allowed to get together with our families for 
thanksgiving and christmas and now we're in a room with people who are flaunting the rules and um very 
much crowded in here i'm sorry to hear that congressman i i hope that you are able to stay safe i must ask 
you we've heard now from the former president george w bush who has called this mob attack on the capitol 
an insurrection you know he didn't even call it disgraceful he rebuked the reckless behavior he said of 
lawmakers who engaged in these objections how would you characterize what happened today i'm i i haven't 
heard that because we don't have access to television in here but i am glad to hear that president bush has 
made that statement i agree with him completely 
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agree with him completely i think frankly we've been told that we are going to go back either the house floor 
or some other location in the near future and meaning today to resume the business at hand of approving the 
electors um i would like to see the objectives withdraw their objections but i'm quite certain that they won't be 


doing so and that will probably be here late into the evening or the early morning hours while we finish the 
business at hand and i think he's absolutely right i think president bush is absolutely right congresswoman 
susan wilde of pennsylvania thank you for joining us and as describing how a number of lawmakers are all 
packed in together at what she called a potential super spreader event of chronovirus with republican 
lawmakers not wearing masks as all of them wait to take the next step and potentially fulfill the duties that 
are outlined within u.s law about counting the electoral votes we should once again just let everyone know 
that the d.c curfew is now in effect the the uh law enforcement has enforced the securing of the united states 
capital you can see law enforcement has cleared the west front of the capitol they have been told that inside 
the capitol is secure and yet the lawmakers are still secluded and kept in this secure area although a group 
of them the republican senate objectors or those that we're planning to object today are now meeting 
separate from the rest of the senate they were being held in a holding room we're getting pool reports of 
reporters who split up to monitor the place and one of them tells us that senators uh braun of indiana indiana 
cruz of texas josh hawley of missouri and others are meeting in a separate room together outside of the 
larger room where the rest of the senate is being held these are the folks that have to signal to the rest of the 
senate right 
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to the rest of the senate right how far and to what extent they want to take the objections what their intentions 
are and we'll see whether they give us some sense of a path forward that would help hasten things or give 
us a sense this could still take a while and yet and yet the words of former president george w bush who said 
he is appalled by the reckless behavior of some political leaders since the election and by the lack of respect 
shown today for our institutions our traditions and our law enforcement he called this a congressionally 
mandated meeting of congress and that it should move forward and not be um be inflamed by falsehoods 
and false hopes in his words so the senators that ed just referred to have a very big decision to make 
because if they cease objecting to any state arizona or any future state then the objection heard from a 
house member is not carried forward there is no debate it is ruled out of order that has happened before 
matter of fact the last time it happened former vice president biden was the one to gavel those objections 
from democrats from the house floor out of order because they were not endorsed or seconded by a senator 
if these senators withdraw and basically say you know what we're not going to object to this then this 
process on the procedures laid out under law would not go forward in any robust way house members would 
object they would be ruled out of order there would be no two hours of debate for each chamber and this 
process would move much more as it has in the past it is an enormous consequential moment for these 
senators because if they continue with this they have to explain on what basis are they continuing to object 
and in any way shape or form are they fueling that which we saw play out unimaginably and grotesquely in 
the capital but couldn't they be fueling it if they don't do something at this point if they don't follow through 
with at least some of them these people come right back tonight and try to do it again that's going to be part 
of the calculations potentially there is a way to describe what would be happening 
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happening we thought about this we now say that it has fueled something that we consider to be out of 
control and uncontrollable we are going to stick with the constitution we ask you to do the same and if you 
don't you will be in violation of the law and the spirit of not only federalism but constitutionalism and we 
essentially because of your actions are withdrawing that is one option for them as you quite accurately point 
out add another political option is to say no we're going to continue this but don't be as aggressive do you 
think and does anyone at this table think that puts the genie anywhere closer back in the bottle i have my 
doubts and we have some breaking news and some sad news to share with you um cbs news has learned 
that the woman who was shot earlier inside the capitol has died per law enforcement it is not clear who that 
woman is but we showed you that disturbing video earlier that she has sadly passed and so this violent mob 
that has led to a confrontation with law enforcement and capitol police has led to at least one death multiple 
arrests and also multiple others transported to hospitals for a number of different injuries but we have that 
update for you at this hour there is also because of what has happened in the seriousness of what has 


happened former president george w bush saying it's more like what happens in a banana republic not a 
democratic republic there are now calls for vice president pence to invoke the 25th amendment even though 
there are just two weeks left in president trump's i want to bring in david becker our election law 
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election law expert to explain what that means and why those calls are taking place david well i think the 
calls are understandable given right now there might be questions about whether the president is fit to 
remain in office during the next two weeks given his incitement to violence his on his inability to really uh de- 
stoke the um the grievances that he's been stoking for so long and how the 25th amendment would work is if 
it's deemed by the vice president and majority of the cabinet that the president is not able to fulfill his duties 
they then send a letter to congress and the vice president becomes acting president for a period of time until 
they withdraw the letter or the president sends another letter saying i actually can fulfill my duties then the 
vice president and the majority of the cabinet could again send a letter um making their case for him to uh be 
with removed from office that's one possibility of course i think we've also seen some calls and from 
members of congress to impeach the president again and of course that can happen at any time he could be 
impeached and then if the impeach articles of impeachment are passed by the house the trial would go to 
the senate and that trial in the senate could be very very quick as well those are those are two options given 
the circumstances we now see whether that's the right way to go i think is a really open question right now 
but what we've seen today is one of the most shameful episodes in modern american history so it's 
understandable i also want to ask you david too because there's also some critics today of companies like 
twitter and facebook and saying that those social media companies have failed to prevent the misinformation 
the spread of misinformation that has led to this chaos and this insurrection today yeah that's a great point 
nora this is 
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yeah that's a great point nora this is um we no longer share a common reality we have what we know is fact 
which is that this was the most secure transparent scrutinized election we've ever held in american history 
the highest turnout we've ever had and yet on this on issues like vaccines and covid and international 
relations and so many other issues we no longer share a common reality and certainly social media plays a 
role in that there's going to need to be a very long conversation and it needs to be bipartisan and it's not 
going to be solved right away about how disinformation how social media and even perhaps how mental 
health issues all play into this into these issues right now to get people riled up like this over an election that 
was so successful where so many people participated to the point where they would storm the capitol a 
woman has died tonight this should cause some serious soul searching and we should point out that these 
calls for possibly invoking the 25th amendment aren't just coming from liberal democratic lawmakers but 
among other groups the national association of manufacturers a major business group in this country wow 
issued a statement saying quote vice president pence who was evacuated from the capitol should seriously 
consider working with the cabinet to invoke the 25th amendment to preserve democracy this is not the vision 
of america that manufacturers believe in and work so hard to defend say across america today millions of 
manufacturing workers are helping our nation fight the deadly pandemic that's already taken hundreds of 
thousands of lives we're trying to rebuild the economy and in their belief they think the president is distracting 
a generalization these are not hand-wringing academics these are industrialists these are people who are at 
the core of the manufacturing part of america historic economic backbone and they see a general sense of 
unease instability and unpredictability about the future of the us economy and that is an extraordinary 
statement from them to say this needs to be thought about in 
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to say this needs to be thought about in serious ways yeah yeah and then in calls for impeachment coming 
from people like ohano omar the minnesota congresswoman but it was the it was these the manufacturers 
saying this that brought some intrigue to our attention we've also now heard from the acting secretary of 


defense chris miller who has put out a statement saying that along with the chairman of the joint chiefs of 
staff general milley that they spoke together with the vice president speaker pelosi leader mcconnell senator 
schumer about the situation on the capitol and activated the d.c national guard to assist federal and local 
local law enforcement i can see that you know major where i'm going with this is that then notably absent 
from this is the president united states correct that is why not he's the president he's been left out of this 
public statement illustrating the decision made by the vice president on this and that is an exercise of power 
to enlarge the law enforcement presence to quell this uprising the senior most member of the trump 
administration to ratify that was the vice president that gets us a little bit farther down the road operationally 
to this conversation we were just having about who's exercising power the vice president just exercised 
power in consultation with the bipartisan leadership of the united states congress and the chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff and i'm also struck that the president-elect joe biden as well as george w bush both called 
this an insurrection and an insurrection usually involves more organization and military planning than this but 
there was planning i looked on the website of this organization to stop this deal to bring this protest which 
was organized primarily by women for trump is the primary organizing um avenue among many others i 
imagine 


03:56:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=aa5jCinZbMA&t=14160s 





um avenue among many others i imagine that's just a fundraising vehicle for that particular group but uh it 
was an organized rally with a full speech planned at 11 o'clock by the president as well as other supporters 
and a national park permit as well yeah and then they marched up the street and somebody had to bring 
along that large trump banner that was hanging briefly from the west front of the capitol so clearly it was 
organized i wonder that i see chris van cleave there who is being pushed back along with others i wonder 
chris are you still able to hear us and describe what's happening yes well nora you know we are past the 
point where the dc curfew has gone into effect and now this is uh dc police largely that are moving people 
back uh you know it's been it's been similar to what we have seen uh in past protests here in dc where they'll 
draw a line they'll mess up and then you'll start hearing me move back move back and they'll establish a new 
line of new perimeter line and here we go here we go more more move back and that's that's what's 
happening here is the dc police are walking people away from the capitol him ask we need to go this way 
here you're going to hit a fence we're moving back here further back from the capitol uh you know these sort 
of things are pretty commonplace in dc where there's a demonstration and dc police need to move people 
around you know uh it's basically every day of the week there's somebody yelling at a building in washington 
uh so this sort of thing is is actually what the dc police know how to do they do it very well and they are they 
are moving the trump supporters uh mass you can see there are still some of the trump flags and things up 
ahead here that were we're walking towards as we're being uh being moved along by the dc police and 
where are you right now chris national guard the dc sure so we are uh we're right at first and we'll be first in 
delaware or so right by the uh the reflecting pond that's in front of the west front of the capital 
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the west front of the capital um got it still pretty close uh to the capital but certainly backed off of the 
perimeter no doubt um yes absolutely and the crowd has gotten smaller nor i think that's important to note 
the dc national guard are on scene here we have people in military uniforms with shields that are part of this 
law enforcement action that's pushing these demonstrators back uh close further away from the capitol 
where we're walking towards uh the national mall now and the native american museum uh it has certainly 
been a uh a remarkable day here um you know it was it was quite a sight when we was thinking back on this 
you know it as we got out here it was it was a big rally and then when we got down to the west front we were 
looking at people scaling the scaffolding up to the area where the inauguration will be that then led to people 
breaching the capitol and we know that that once people got inside that turned deadly where a woman lost 
her life after being shot inside the capitol and just some remarkable images of capital police barricading the 
house chamber and with their guns drawn uh as people were apparently attempting to get inside the house 
chamber where members of congress were working uh you know and it has continued for hours now i want 
to draw your attention here you see there's a yes nora sorry well the dc curfew is now in effect until 6 00 a.m 


and as law enforcement is pushing back those protesters is there any indication that they're saying to them if 
you don't disperse now you will be arrested they have not i have not heard the you will be arrested uh 
warning yet what we've seen over the summer when dc's curfew was in effect was he would have an effort to 
push the crowd back push the crowd back to get people to disperse and then you'll end up with the sort of a 
core group of hangers on that's then when you would start to hear the police say if you don't disperse you 
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the police say if you don't disperse you will be arrested they normally give that warning two or three times 
before they move in and make the arrests so far i have not heard that announcement just a lot of move back 
move back and then of course you've got the line of officers with shields and things which is a pretty good 
incentive to move so uh and so far that's what they're doing they're pushing the crowd back towards 
pennsylvania avenue back towards the white house very slowly chris van cleave thank you for your excellent 
reporting and right there on the ground and what is clearly a dangerous and uh developing situation so thank 
you chris for that as he is being of course disparaged by some who are out there and is trying to to let us 
know exactly what is happening you know we had part of this conversation about leadership and uh the and 
the democrat excuse me the republican leader in the house having to call the white house and say mr 
president you need to address you need to make this end you need to make this stop and then the president 
responding with what some would call a confusing taped message in which he actually praised some of the 
reporters and then told them to go home we've now had the acting secretary of defense put out a statement 
that leaves out the president united states saying about bringing in the national guard and now ed we've 
heard from the president's national security adviser robert o'brien who has also tweeted out a statement um 
it is of course a principal advisor to the president of the united states uh in the white house if you've ever 
been in the white house the national security advisor is just right there by not far from from the oval office 
and um he's actually put out a few different statements here um he said i spoke with vice president pence 
he's a genuinely fine and decent man he exhibited courage today as he did at the capitol on 9 11 asa 
congressman i am proud to serve with him in a later tweet the white house national security adviser who 
reports to the president said i have spoken with members of the senate they want to return to america's 
senate chamber and conduct the people's business this desire is in the finest tradition of our 
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tradition of our republic god bless the congress why this is notable is because the implications normally yeah 
he's he's starting to imply things the implications vice president is that the conversations are no longer 
involving the president united states about managing and defusing the situation right there is no other 
conclusion you can come to from the statement from the acting secretary of defense and now the national 
security adviser that conversations within the highest level of the executive branch are not being conducted 
by the president to deal with this situation to resolve it to de-escalate it and to let the congress get back to its 
appointed legal business that is significant they are implications only but they are quite clear quite clear and 
it's it's worth i think noting uh the statement just released by senator mitt romney of utah this goes to our 
conversation a moment ago ed about these senators like ted cruz josh hawley and others who may want to 
continue to object i'll read directly from senator romney's statement i ask my colleagues do we weigh our 
own political fortunes more heavily than we weigh the strength of our republic the strength of our democracy 
and the cause of freedom what is the weight of personal acclaim compared to the weight of conscience let 
me convey something a little more urgent the speaker of the house has just conveyed to her colleagues in a 
letter in consultation with the house majority leader steny hoyer the house majority of jim clyburn and this is 
notable after calls to the pentagon the justice department and the vice president the speaker says we have 
decided we should proceed tonight at the capitol once it is cleared for use leader hoyer will be sending out 
more guidance later today so the headline there is the house will resume consideration of the electoral 
college results tonight according to the house speaker who says she's consulted with her colleagues with the 
pentagon with the 
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colleagues with the pentagon with the justice department and notably the vice president who of course today 
is serving as the presider not the decider and leads the senate ceremoniously so that is a signal that it will 
happen she adds today january 6 the feast of the epiphany let us pray that this instigation to violence will 
provide an epiphany for our country to heal and she urges members and staff to stay at the complex until the 
u.s Capitol police tell him it's safe to move on another part of this worth noting we always knew this is the 
speaker of the house nancy pelosi this responsibility would take us into the night the night may still be long 
but we are hopeful for a shorter agenda but our purpose will be accomplished that is a suggestion that the 
number of states that might be objected to is narrowing or will be narrowed and that this will be accomplished 
more rapidly than originally contemplated fair reading of that it seems to me all right and um we're witnessing 
now at this hour uh the efforts by law enforcement to remove the mob from capitol hill to get them to disperse 
as the dc capital is still under lockdown but is secure at this hour and both president-elect joe biden and 
george w bush calling this an insurrection and it is 6 30 in the in the east 3 30 in the west and for those of 
you who are just joining us this is a special report of the cbs evening news we are witnessing history and 
what can only be described as a national disgrace as we come on the air the u.s capitol is under lockdown 
after violent mobs stoked and encouraged by the words of president trump and his allies stormed the 
building while the house and senate were in session they were meeting to count the votes of the electoral 
college supporters of president trump carrying flags with his name on them broke down doors smashed 
windows and attacked police some briefly invaded 
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and attacked police some briefly invaded the senate chamber at this hour at least one person has died 
others have been injured and at least two suspected explosive devices have been disabled all of this 
because president trump has refused to accept that he lost the election and has falsely told his supporters 
that it was stolen from him the process to count the electoral ballots has been halted right now washington 
d.c is under a mandatory curfew and police and the national guard are trying to restore order it has been an 
extraordinary day congressional leaders have pleaded for president trump to call off the protesters late today 
he did tweet a video in which he repeated his false claims that the election was stolen from him and he called 
on protesters to go home president-elect biden also spoke and actually spoke before the president of the 
united states saying that our democracy is under unprecedented assault he also said america is so much 
better than this at this moment we are told that the capitol building has been secured and that the counting of 
electoral votes may continue later tonight we have a team covering all of this i want to go back to cbs's chris 
van cleave who is just outside the capitol and has been amidst it all all day good evening chris nora the 
remaining protesters are squaring off with a line of police and national guard in the street outside of the 
capitol this is a much calmer scene than earlier today and i think we need to back up to that point when 
demonstrators among the tens of thousands of people are outside the capitol climbed onto the scaffolding 
that's out in front of the capitol where the inauguration will take place and then we're able to breach the 
capitol building itself that escalated what had been a peaceful demonstration into something we hadn't seen 
in american history 
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we hadn't seen in american history really we can show you some video people breached the capitol once 
inside there was a shooting we understand now a woman has died there are also some striking photos as 
both both set both houses of congress were in session the house and the senate the vice president was 
there multiple people in the line of succession were in the building that forced both both houses of congress 
to be locked down capitol police had their guns out directed at the doors as people outside attempted to get 
inside we watched as members of congress were evacuated one in a gas mask listen to what david trone a 
representative from maryland a democrat had to say it was time to move fast and everybody moved uh very 
quickly very orderly uh out the doors into the elevators uh into the tunnels uh then we got routed around so 
we came up in a secure location and we're sending bottles of water in and we're waiting for directions we 
have seen flash bangs be be used we have seen tear gas and pepper spray be used we've also seen 
demonstrators throw smoke at police now right now we are seeing with dc is under a curfew these people 


are violating the d.c curfew they have not been told to go home yet but the capitol police the metropolitan 
police the d.c police the national guard have been moving them further and further away from the capitol we 
are now standing in the street about a block and a half from the capitol where the remaining demonstrators 
are lined up facing police in riot gear nora chris van cleave amidst it all an extraordinary day on capitol hill 
cbs's nancy cordes covers congress for she was inside the capitol when the mobs began storming in and i 
understand nancy we have just heard some breaking news from the speaker of the house that's right nora 
house speaker nancy pelosi has sent a letter to her colleagues arguing that she thinks it's time to get 
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arguing that she thinks it's time to get back to the work that was interrupted earlier today when the capitol 
was breached she says in this letter that she has consulted with other leaders along with the pentagon the 
justice department and the vice president and that she has decided that they should proceed tonight at the 
capitol once it is cleared for use and we should be getting more guidance later today about where this will 
take place we'll look we'll go back to being in the house chamber or some other location will the vice 
president come back to capitol hill because he's an integral part of this process of ratifying ratifying the 
electoral college votes and confirming that president-elect joe biden was indeed the winner and will be sworn 
in on january 20th this was a very frightening day for lawmakers who normally feel incredibly secure in this 
building it has multiple layers of security but this is what it looked like today this is the first time that the u.s 
capitol has been breached in more than 2 200 years nora the war of 1812 when it was set ablaze infamously 
by the british and perhaps most frighteningly the house and senate chambers were locked down once the 
mob got inside to keep the members who were inside the chamber safe and yet protesters managed to get 
into the senate chamber anyway and they nearly got into the house chamber there was a standoff with police 
and we even saw one protester who made it into the office of house speaker nancy pelosi some of these 
lawmakers who were sent to secure areas to shelter in place for hours are still there some of them have sent 
out essentially proof of life videos to tell their friends and their constituents that they are ok others urged 
president trump to come out more forcefully and denounce this crowd take a listen to what they had to say in 
their own words we were just told that there has been 
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we were just told that there has been tear gas in the rotunda and we're being instructed to each of us get gas 
masks that are under our seats this is banana republic crap mr president you have got to stop this i'm proud 
of america but i'm not proud of this it's extremely disturbing it's not what you'd expect in the great country of 
america one big question tonight will the republican lawmakers who had been gearing up to challenge the 
electoral college results in multiple states back down now that we have seen so much unrest today we know 
that those lawmakers have been meeting to discuss this whether they're going to back down entirely or 
perhaps pair back the number of states that they want to challenge and we won't know exactly what's going 
to happen next nora when they're going to resume until those lawmakers have made their decision and 
conveyed it to the house speaker and to the senate's republican leader mitch mcconnell you described how 
lawmakers almost fearful for their lives for their safety on capitol hill to see the sergeant of arms directing the 
capitol police with guns drawn to protect the house floor there and hearing from senator tammy duckworth 
today that a quick thinking aid decided to gather the electoral votes which now i understand are in that 
secure location with the lawmakers that's right and so if this process resumes again tonight they will continue 
going over those uh for certification documents and one by one confirming that either joe biden or donald 
trump won various states and then counting up those votes nora this is normally a routine process four years 
ago it lasted 35 minutes and the person who was presiding that at that time four years ago was none other 
than vice president joe biden 
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none other than vice president joe biden when democrats tried to challenge the results like republicans did 
today he shut it down he said the debate is over the race is over the time for debate has passed obviously 
these republican lawmakers are getting a very different message from president trump who says that the 
race isn't over at all and that in fact he won in a landslide despite all the evidence for the contrary all right 
nancy cordes on capitol hill with some extraordinary reporting think you want to bring in major garrett and ed 
o'keefe and major we heard from president-elect joe biden when there was a vacuum in leadership when all 
we could see in the country and the world could see was a mob riot scaling the walls of the citadel of liberty 
the united states capital it was the president-elect joe biden who addressed the nation to say that this is an 
unprecedented assault on democracy correct and he said the president's words matter a bad president or a 
good president always the words matter they can inspire or they can incite and let us be absolutely clear the 
linkage between the president of the united states donald trump and this violence this grotesque lawless 
spectacle at the united states capital is direct there is no ambiguity about that the president mere moments 
before this happened said in a speech to these very people that the election was stolen and that they had to 
do something about it and the warm-up speakers went even farther than that so the connective tissue 
between the president's rhetoric his attitude about this election his repeated falsehoods about what did 
happen when it was the most scrutinized transparent and well-conducted election in american history has 
created not just the atmosphere but the motive and the intention that played out so malignantly in the united 
states capital today and you know there have been instances like 
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you know there have been instances like this at the capitol in recent years there was a shooting situation in 
2013 there was the shooting at the baseball practice in 2017 involving many members but never before as 
nancy said in the modern age had we seen something quite like this perhaps just that 1998 shooting 
involving two officers there and never during such an important moment in the transition of power and and for 
american democracy this is supposed to be the capstone of the 2020 election this was it this is the official 
finale and what a way for it to end and i think it's it's somewhat uh it's terrifying it's it's disappointing it's 
heartbreaking heartbreaking is the word i've heard over and over again today from democrats republicans 
from people checking in across the country who were just learning of what was going on it's just 
heartbreaking we started this day talking about what was in some ways a civil war going on within the 
republican party because that bitterness that division that has been apparent in georgia led the party to lose 
two senate seats as cbs news has now declared that the democrats won both of those senate runoffs 
handing the democratic party 50 seats in the united states senate that will allow kamala harris to be the 
tiebreaker that has enormous legislative implications also for who biden can choose as his appointees it was 
what conservatives what wall street business executives were so threatened by worried about that now 
democrats essentially control the house the senate and the presidency and that really changes so much 
about this town and yet the blame being placed on the president united states and some lawmakers deciding 
to stick with him and then others deciding it's the end of the trump era we've spent much of the last two years 
talking about divisions within the democratic party ideological stylistic generational gender racial nothing as 
profound as this there is a 
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nothing as profound as this there is a total cleavage now in the republican party because this was such a 
profound demonstration of anti-democratic behavior today at the capitol with the world watching and i just i 
wonder now what on earth the republican conversation is like there will be some serious conversation official 
conversation with republican leaders because they're supposed to be meeting this week in florida or sorry 
georgia for for their winter meeting to figure out party leadership and how you move off this current cycle into 
the next ones and you just wonder if those conversations can even continue one other just bit of news that's 
come through here the senate democratic leader chuck schumer telling reporters a little while ago 8 o'clock 
when asked what's next he said 8 o'clock not entirely clear but that would suggest that perhaps they're going 
to go back into session in the senate in about an hour and 20 minutes all right and part of that effort then and 
the capital will be secured by the national guard cbs news has reported that the army is activating the entire 


district of columbia national guard 1100 troops in response to this request from mayor bowser that being 
announced from the pentagon the acting secretary noting that that was made in consultation with the vice 
president and leaders of congress notably absent from that conversation was president trump which has 
raised eyebrows but it looks now like this is going to move forward on on the capitol there's still a lot of 
activity on the streets of dc despite the fact that the curfew has been in place for some 45 minutes now so 
let's bring in cbs news chief justice and homeland security correspondent jeff piguets and jeff i know you've 
been there all day what have you learned from talking to people in the crowd well most of the people have 
cleared the scene that is good news obviously for the national car that is set up here behind me keeping the 
crowd that is left back from the capitol but since early this morning president trump supporters have gathered 
in d.c they walked down constitutional constitution avenue to the ellipse where president trump had called 
them for this 
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president trump had called them for this rally today you know the law enforcement here in d.c homeland 
security officials expecting tens of thousands of people this was a massive crowd and it filled the ellipse and 
as major garrett alluded to there were speeches including rudy giuliani who talked about trial by combat and 
there were other words that inspired this crowd to walk toward this capitol today and that's exactly what they 
did even as president trump was in the middle of his speech we saw people turning and walking away and 
heading toward the capitol i asked one woman well where are you going and she said i'm heading toward the 
capitol the speech has inspired me and so once we got here to the capitol you heard people encouraging 
other trump supporters to storm the capital to breach the capital in fact there was a woman with a bull horn 
who was telling people to do just that we need 80 men at a time hey excuse me what are you what are you 
asking for um and so i confronted her i was asking her why she was encouraging people to to breach the 
capital when law enforcement at that point they were trying to keep people back but she was telling people 
we have a job to do and she was among a group of people here intent on reaching this capitol today but as i 
said law enforcement right now the situation they have the situation under control we've seen law 
enforcement moving in including the national guard and they are behind us right now keeping order on the 
streets as this curfew is set in dora 
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as this curfew is set in dora jeff the gays thank you so much and i want to bring in ed o'keefe and major 
garrett because what we saw today was an extraordinary extraordinary effort to try and delay or actually 
thwart what was a process that was to take place within a matter of hours and now speaker pelosi says you 
know we were planning to do it tonight and we're still going to do it tonight they're trying to send a message 
this is going to happen no matter what moments ago our viewers saw a tweet from senator jeff merkley the 
democrat from oregon talking about the preservation the quick-minded and quick-witted medi preservation of 
the electoral votes and the envelopes in which they were sent to the capitol he said in his tweet if they had 
not been preserved the mob would have burned them so let's be clear about what this is an attempted mob 
rule to not only intimidate the united states congress but from the perspective of one democratic member of 
the senate with the intent to burn the evidence of a duly conducted presidential election this country with the 
intense purpose to nullify its results that is what we're talking about here that's the consequence we're at 
least imagining if this thing had gone to the next level the level it achieved is already repugnant and repellent 
in our history but it could have been worse and from this senator's tweet much worse than any of us could 
have theorized even six hours ago i mean yeah there are other copies of these results but the symbolism of 
having done that would have been profound and clearly they couldn't have been replicated but the intent of 
that and every state is with it yeah every state's required to make six copies for a reason and uh you know 
but the symbolism would have been terrible and kudos to that quick thinking aid who you know is already 
employee of the year and it's also worth noting that the president has denounced his vice president for not 
being courageous enough to uphold what he wants him to do which is nullify the election exercising power 
he under the constitution and federal law does not possess talking about a 
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does not possess talking about a cleavage within the republican party it exists in the west wing it exists in the 
line of succession in essence tonight yes it does and the fact that we've seen some trump administration 
officials put out statements in coordination with congressional leaders speaking of the vice president 
exercising authority and not the president is a sign of how significant today may have been not yet learned 
today marks also two weeks until the presidential inauguration of joe biden as the 46th president of the 
united states that was set to take place on the west front of cap of the capital in uh the era of coronavirus so 
it would have already been as sparsely attended and today we saw that mob essentially take the seats there 
as a symbolic effort and hang the flag of trump 2020 there that has since been removed and the process will 
move forward but we did see a moment of presidential leadership today because while president trump was 
was doing something we saw president-elect joe biden come forward live and address the nation calling this 
a disgraceful insurrection let's listen this is not dissent it's disorder it's chaos it borders on sedition and it must 
end now and a strong message there from the president-elect and you mentioned this major he talked about 
words being very important that in some cases they can inspire in worse cases they can incite and there are 
both calls from republican and democratic lawmakers laying the blame squarely on the president of the 
united states and his supporters including rudy giuliani and his son don jr for inciting this violence and then 
only after watching the fruition of their words their marching orders take effect did they try and tweet out 
trying to bring it all back yeah we didn't mean this we meant the election was stolen we meant something 
needed to be done about 
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meant something needed to be done about it but we didn't mean this well do you think trump supporters who 
carried out this action today understood or even pondered that distinction at any level the quite obvious 
answer to that is no and when you play with rhetorical fire you will be burned and many many people in this 
country have said for months if not years that this rhetoric is incendiary and it will get out of control we saw a 
manifestation of that today all i keep thinking is the message joe biden's been delivering over the last two 
years has been remarkably consistent what words and actions of a president matter the world is watching us 
and wondering what the heck we're doing we've got to get rid of president trump it's been remarkably 
consistent and every time he has to come out and Say it it seems to be with far more consequences and he 
had to rip up his plans and address this because he realized that there was a there was a vacuum as you 
said a vacuum of leadership part of his mission as he said is to try to begin the process of restoring some 
measure of in his words decency honor and respect among americans for americans all right you've heard 
uh the president-elect joe biden mention the word sedition we'll talk more about what that could mean when 
we come back we're going to take a quick break we'll have more of our special coverage here on the cbs 
evening news today when you shop or browse online your personal information can be exposed one minute 
it's in your hand the next it's there there and everywhere making you vulnerable to cyber criminals that's why 
norton 360 with lifelock helps protect the info on your devices your online privacy and your identity all in one 
your info may be out there but safety starts here at norton.com 
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and what someone just described as a disgraceful day on capitol hill as a mob stormed the capitol forcing a 
lockdown and forcing lawmakers into a secure situation that one lawmaker described to us as a potential 
super spreader event as hundreds of them have been packed inside a secure area for almost three four 
hours as they await the law enforcement to secure the united states capital i mentioned that word sedition 
that president-elect trump mentioned i want to bring in david becker on that very legal point because he is 
our election law effort and talk about those um comments today that have been raised about um sedition and 
of and and seditious activity on those who incited this violence yes the sedition basically means any activity 
or conduct that seeks to overcome legal authority particularly in a democracy and i think uh there's a very 
good case to be made that we've seen activity like that and that that certainly uh is criminal uh it's it it comes 
with uh very serious penalties um and it's something you know when you see activity that is designed to 


usurp the natural and peaceful transition of power to a lawful um individual in this case the president-elect 
who won a an election that wasn't particularly close um that's the kind of thing we're looking at in that case 
it's a very serious term and something uh something we should be very concerned about 
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about david becker noting of course that that charge of seditious conspiracy that has been leveled against 
some i want to also bring in nancy cordes who is on capitol hill with some new information about what we're 
going to see tonight nancy norah we're just learning that the senate is going to resume counting and 
debating the electoral college results at 8 pm eastern time tonight as senators have been huddling in a 
secure area in a room in an office building of the capitol for hours now reporters have been pulled up there 
as well and one of our colleagues grace seegers who has been there says that they've just been told that the 
senators are going to walk back over to the capitol around seven o'clock and they're going to pick back up 
where they left off at 8 p.m keep in mind where we were when all of this went down there a joint session of 
congress had been initiated by the vice president of the united states in his role as the presiding officer of the 
senate and there was an objection to the results from one of the states arizona and when that happens the 
house and the senate break apart they go to their respective chambers and they conduct two hours of 
debate about that objection that is where we were when the protesters the demonstrators managed to make 
it into the capitol and everything went sideways and so the senate is now saying that they're going to pick 
back up at eight o'clock and continue that debate the question is will any republican senators who are 
planning to challenge not just arizona but possibly as many as a half a dozen battleground state results 
decide that they'll want to do that anymore in light of all the very strong emotions that were stirred up here on 
capitol hill and around the country today that's what we're waiting to find out we already know that at least 
one house republican kathy mcmorris rogers of washington state who had been on the list to challenge some 
of these states now says she's not 
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some of these states now says she's not going to she says that that would disenfranchise voters from around 
the country and she's going to go ahead and certify there and ratify the results from these uh these various 
states so we haven't gotten word yet nora about when the house is going to resume but the senate being told 
is going to pick back up in about an hour and nancy you have just so clearly laid out what we are going to 
see in the drama that still awaits us this evening because the question is whether those republican members 
of congress will walk back what president george w bush has called reckless behavior in objecting to what he 
called um the constitutionally constitutionally mandated meeting of congress one of the things that these 
senators who agreed to the objections said was we need to object because so many people are angry about 
this election they've been angered by this election about this election by falsehoods perpetrated and 
repeated by the president united states that anger can be dealt with but their response is to say i must yield 
to it well they have yielded to it and it has yielded this result and they now have a constitutional and political 
decision to make having seen the results of that which you yielded to can you live with yourself can you live 
as mitt romney one of their colleagues republican from utah said your conscience the question looms and i i i 
just have to keep quoting the former president because i think he wanted so badly to avoid this moment he 
said yesterday he would be attending the inauguration of joe biden i think he cares deeply about the 
institutions of not only the presidency but congress and said that insurrection could do great damage 
damage to our nation and reputation have the institutions here in washington face that damage today to 
some extent yes but let's see how things go once they reconvene tonight how quickly it's handled how 
respectfully 
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respectfully and the message it'll send to the world that there may have been a disruption but they're getting 
back to the business of american democracy ed o'keefe and major garrett thank you we're going to take 
another quick break our coverage of the assault on the u.s capitol continues in just a moment 


END 


